Sixth Committee

October 6, 2005

Terrorism

Egypt

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, at the outset I would like to congratulate you upon your assumption of the chairmanship of the sixth committee.  We are fully confident that you will lead our work to the desired objectives.  We would also like to congratulate the members of the bureau. 

I would also like to associate myself with the statement made by the ambassador of Yemen on behalf of the OIC.  Mr. Chairman, our deliberations today of this item are of special importance due to several factors.  First last year, we witnessed a dramatic increase in the terrorist attacks all over the world, including in Egypt.  Second, such attacks still take place at a time when the international conventions on terrorism have numbered 13 conventions covering wide range of ways to deal with this problem.  Third, the important consensus agreement reached in the outcome document of the high level meeting of the 60th session of the General Assembly which emphasized the importance of the conclusion of the comprehensive convention and the support for the convening of the high level session for the General Assembly or a special session at the high level for the General Assembly to deal with this matter.  

In order to meet our peoples’ aspirations to eliminate international terrorism with its negative impact on the daily life of citizens and economies of countries and peoples, our deliberations today should focus on strengthening the global handling of this issue in the multilateral framework and in particular in the General Assembly.  And to reach beyond national and regional frameworks or the framework of the Security Council, we realize the significance of the law enforcement and security aspects in dealing with terrorism and its negative effects on countries, societies and international peace and security.  However, there are several other political economic and social dimensions of terrorism which require us to address the underlying causes of this phenomenon in order for us to be even more effective when dealing with them.  In addition to enhancing the legal framework through international instruments and conventions, it is necessary to develop more effective and efficient ways to deal with the practical aspects.  It is essential to settle political disputes that serve as a fertile breeding ground for feelings of desperation and hopelessness, foremost among which is the occupation of territories by force and the denial of the right of peoples to self-determination.  

To prevent the terrorists from achieving their goals their ought to be more practical measures to deny assistance, protection and financing to them.  It is also imperative to enhance international cooperation against terrorism with the ultimate objective of the total elimination of this phenomenon.  Though the General Assembly succeeded in adopting by consensus the section on terrorism in its 60th anniversary document, important tasks still lie ahead.  First, is to conclude the comprehensive convention as soon as possible within a larger framework that links the legal and practical aspects through an action plan within the multilateral international framework with the aim of mobilizing all the capabilities of the United Nations specialized agencies and the United Nations offices and units in order to strengthen national and regional potentials against terrorism.  Presently, there is a growing need to step out of the limited approach in dealing with international terrorism, either through the subcommittees of the Security Council, or through statements, meetings and...[tape switch]......that with the practical aspects.  

It is essential to settle political disputes that serve as a fertile breeding ground for feelings of desperation and hopelessness foremost among which is the occupation of territories by force and the denial of the right of peoples to self-determination.  To prevent terrorists from achieving their goals there ought to be more practical measures to deny assistance, protection and financing to them.  It is also imperative to enhance international cooperation against terrorism with the ultimate objective of the total elimination of this phenomenon.  

Though the General Assembly succeeded in adopting by consensus the section on terrorism in its 60th anniversary document, important tasks still lie ahead.  First is to conclude the comprehensive convention as soon as possible within a larger framework that links the legal and practical aspects through an action plan within the multilateral international framework with the aim of mobilizing all the capabilities of the United Nations, its specialized agencies, the United Nations offices and units in order to strengthen national and regional potentials against terrorism.  Presently there is a growing need to step out of the lim\ited approach in dealing with international terrorism either through the subcommittees of the Security Council or through statements, meetings and workshops into a broader and more comprehensive unified vision.  That will necessitate strong political will and the acknowledgement that the United Nations has not yet exerted the needed efforts to eradicate terrorism despite the several national and regional policies and strategies and including the strategy proposed by the Secretary-General.  These policies and strategies have not yet had the chance to be properly implemented either due to the lack of capabilities or technical cooperation or in other cases due to inefficient handling of the underlying causes of terrorism.  

On this basis, and during this session, we ought to approach the issue of international terrorism by focusing on both the legal and practical aspects at the same time in an endeavor to recuperate the missing coordination and balance among various United Nations bodies, this approach should lead to a clear action plan and a strategy to be adopted by a high level session of the General Assembly which will give it the required momentum and will focus on the main aspects of it.  I will, in response to your plea for brevity, I will not list those aspects.  Aiming to facilitate the work of the committee, Egypt has presented a working paper which was issued today in document A/C.6/60/2 which contains the basis of a discussion in preparation for the convening of the special session of the General Assembly after the agreement on the 3 elements of the report.  

Mr. Chairman, Egypt has contributed actively in the negotiations that led to the adoption of the international convention to suppress acts of nuclear terrorism, as an expression of its belief of the importance of the legal aspect in dealing with this phenomenon.  The Foreign Minister of Egypt during the 60th Session of the General Assembly signed that convention.  In addition Egypt was keen on reaching consensus agreement on the section of terrorism in the outcome document of the high level meeting of the 60th anniversary. as an expression of its usual keen interest in achieving consensus.  Egypt will push forward towards the conclusions of the negotiations on the international comprehensive convention and the adoption of an action plan by the special session of the GA next year god willing.  To achieve the above, [...]for all to display flexibility and to seek innovative solutions.  This is the only way to achieve success in our common goals. 

