TAREK ADEL (EGYPT):  Thank you Madam President.  We convene today to discuss the item on the Middle East that deals with the tension and conflict in this hotbed of the world that has lasted for decades because of the Israeli occupation of Arab territories that causes an imbalance in the international security and stability and in security and stability in the Middle East as well.  The time has come to deal with this imbalance more seriously, equipped with the values and principles that have been reiterated in the final document on the 60th anniversary of the United Nations and with the determination to bring about just and lasting peace all over the world in accordance with the objectives of the charter, as the sole method to realize security for all peoples and to give priority to the realization of a comprehensive and just settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict.  

Madam President, the General Assembly in its discussion of the item on the Middle East every year adopts two resolutions that are especially important.  The first one Jerusalem, the city that successive General Assembly and Security Council resolutions since the adoption of resolution 181 of 1947 have reiterated the importance of preserving its special status and have declared the illegitimacy of all measures taken by successive Israeli governments in order to change that status before the negotiations on the final status between the two Palestinian Israeli parties. 

The second resolution comes as a reaffirmation of the will and determination of the international community to put an end to the Israeli occupation of the Syrian Golan and to deal with the continued violation by Israel of resolution -- of Security Council resolution until an Israeli withdrawal from the Syrian Golan is completed, and until the political negotiations are resumed, in order to reach a just and final settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The Arab peace initiative that was adopted in the Arab Summit in Beirut in 2002 has reiterated that peace is the Arab strategic option within the framework of the genuine implementation of the principle of land for peace, and in accordance with international legitimacy.  The Arab initiative has reiterated as well that an Israeli withdrawal from Arab territories occupied in 1967 will open the door for the normalization of relations between Israeli and all Arab countries so that the entire Middle East region can live in peace and security.

In spite of the tireless efforts made by the Egyptian leadership to give momentum to the peace process, in order to implement that initiative, Israel's[inaudible] in order to realize the full withdrawal by Israel from all occupied territories.

The unilateral Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and some settlements in the West Bank represents a clear example that proves that when there is a political will, full implementation of obligations, foremost of which a full withdrawal from occupied Palestinian territories can be attained.  Therefore, it is important for the Quartet to intensity its efforts for Israel to complete the implementation of its obligations under the Road Map.

Israel should also refrain from harmful policies and practices to the Peace Process.  It should demonstrate good will and begin promoting mutual trust with the Palestinian party and in a specific framework in order to give momentum to the Arab initiative and fulfill the Israeli withdrawal.

On the other hand, the Syrian and Lebanese tracks have acquired a special importance, and putting an end to the occupation of all Arab territories should be complete and comprehensive.  It should cover Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese territories.  Just and comprehensive [inaudible] requires in the immediate initiation of negotiations. 

Therefore, Israel should relinquish its rejection to participate in these negotiations and should show the necessary courage to reach final agreements for the present situation in the short- and long-terms. 

Madam President, I submit to you today two draft resolutions under item 14 of the agenda.  Item -- the item entitled "The situation in the Middle East" and the item entitled "Jerusalem" A/60/L.33 and A/60/L.32.

I would like to note that since the resolutions were prepared, cosponsors have joined the sponsors of -- of draft resolution L.33; Iraq, Namibia, South Africa and Venezuela -- Iraq and Kuwait as well.  

The cosponsors of draft resolution A/60/L.32 have been joined by Guinea, Iraq, Kuwait, Namibia, South Africa and Venezuela.  

The draft resolution on Jerusalem refers to the relevant Security Council and General Assembly resolutions regarding the special status of Jerusalem.  Resolutions that have reiterated and declared null and void the measures and legislative and administrative procedures taken by Israel, the occupying power, in order to change the status and character of Jerusalem.

The draft resolution also includes the reaffirmation of the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice regarding the construction of the wall of separation on occupied Palestinian territories, and that any comprehensive and just solution of the issue of Jerusalem should take into account the legitimate concerns of both Palestinian and Israeli parties and should include provisions that provide international guarantees for the freedom of religion and belief for all inhabitants.

The draft resolution entitled "The Syrian Golan" reiterates Security Council resolution 497 of 1981 and states Israel's lack of compliance to implement the provisions of that resolution.  It also reiterates the applicability of the Hague Conventions of 1907 and the Geneva Convention of 1949 to the Syrian territories occupied by Israel since 1967 and calls on Israel to withdraw from the occupied Syrian Golan to the lines of the fourth of June 1967 and to resume discussions on both Syrian and Lebanese tracks and show respect for its obligations under agreements that were previously reached.

Madam President, the time has come for the international community to have a comprehensive look of the Middle East.  The peoples of the region aspire to a stable peace and a process of development.  There is no way to realize either without the collective international will that will give momentum to the peace negotiations based on international legitimacy as a basis, together with the Security Council and General Assembly resolutions for applying the Road Map.  Thank you.

