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tr ira.ie the hor"rour tc spea.k r-'n behalf o,i1.'lic iiuropean ljnic'rn.

Tlle acceding Countriils l3ulgaria and Rornania, the Candidate Countries Turkey and Ct'oatiA*',
thr: Counfi"ies of tile Stabiiisation and Association Process and potentizll candiclates Bosnia and
l-Ier:zegovift"r, the lor:mcr Yugoslav l{epirblic of Macedonia and Serbia and h,{ontenegro, tttc
HFTA country lcela.nrl, a mernber: of fhe EEA, as well as Ukraine and the Republic o1'h4o1c1o.,,a
aIi;3n themselves rnrilh this r"-rq;ssilge.

'l'he Eurcpea"n LTninn rr:inains crrrllrnitted to the two-State solution as laid or-rt in tile Roa.Cmap
ancl agreed tret\,r,er:n the parties, l,'rhich v,rou[d resrilt in a viable, contiguous, scivereign and
indcpendsnt Piilestinian State existing sicic iry side in peace r',rith an Israel living r,vithin
rer:n gnisecl and t;flclr i"e l'-;c i"rl*r's.

'['hc Eurcpcian Unicn rvclccrneil the succ,:ssfi,il conclusicii of t]:e israeli r,'ritliclrarval fi"orn G*z,a
nnd par:ts of the northem Vy'r.:st Raiik as a siguifir:ant step tcr,vards implr:urentirr;g the R-oarJlnap. It
prais;ed ttre positivr: sinps cn llr:l.ir siCes trut exnphasiserl that rnore reniaini:,l io be dcnr:.

Thr: Eurollean Unicn,,,zck;,;:ncs ihe Agreenrcnt on hiovenienl and Acccss l:ct'wceir tlic
Gr:verrurent cf Isl"a.cl and tire P;rlcstinian Authority. These issues are fundamentnl to itru:rcving
ttre humailitarian situatlorr jn Gaza and essential for promr:tirrg pflaoefirl er;onon:ic e-1errelc.rpn:eilL.
'l'he Agrsenrerrt signiriies a m:Uor breaktir"ough. T'ire priority now is to ensr-ii'e that tiie
corliuiii.l 'nr:r-its inadt: in rt i,j,l; t;ailsJat:jd into realill '.

'J'he l:}"rropei:irl lJnion rvelct:rncs iile holeiing r:f rnrilti-pafiy eleciions {br the l-aiestinian
Lcgislalive Council lbr^osc*ri lt;r 2,5 Jr'a"iary 2005. Thr: iir.rroliean lJnion undc:rlinr;s tl'rat free anrl
ftiir elcciions are a;r inciispi:nsabli: sto,:p in tl^rt: jlfr)oess of consolidating dt:"incclzltic institutions.
'l lie EU utnnds n:aely to a.ssi;t th'; Palr-;stiliian Auttrcrrily financially, tei:irnicaily and i,*oliti,cally
r',iilh the elLrctions, in lieison r,vith ci.her mr:rnt.rcrs cJ'ttre Qu;rrtet arrd internaiicnai ccmmunity, tc
eilsurie tliirt tlitl *lcrinral pr"r.)ccss is ccncluctscl in accordilnce with internationa.l principlcs for
genuinc rlemocratic clections. 

'ilrl that end, the; l]U is ready to si';iicl an obsirl'v,;r inissioq. T'he
fiuropean iJnion Ltrgesj th* f'ldr:siiniii.n .i\rrtilcrit)r tr: rri-:hclrJ all pl'ovisi..lns r:f tlrr: elcci.r:lal 1ar.v. 'l'h.rr

(louncil rlr'gf,s Ii;ras:l tc co..r;1: err,rte fully ',vifh ili.r: P;.rlesiiniam Ai-riJrcrity in iacilitating tire
prcpariiiion and crnCiict ,;f tire cl":et-irrns.

Irinally, Mr" llresiclerit, tlic iiurripoalr Union ri'i11 wcrk with Tsrael, the Pali::;iiriiait /.uthc;riiy anri
the international coirllrirrlrty tt: co,i:il.ribute to realising l.he ar;pir;rtir:ns ci"ilie PalesLinia"tt pcapie
ar:rrl achicving a. tw,o si:ate sriIirt.itn, wittr botlr Israei a.nrJ ;,]alosiine living sidc Lry sicie peaccfi-iiiy
r.vitliin sco{;rfl arirl rci:r.i51nisr:i-i l:orrlers. trVr: wish lo stress tlia.t iiolh partics cair csunt cn tire
ur.rdimirrishecJsu;�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � :pr;r1'ofi]re-[i i tr i-rpeattLJi. i ic;rtc,i l{-t lepattr�a�f� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
scttlenient cf'lhc cr"rnfiir:t. Wr: arc r-;cnviilcerl tr[iat l.]ris 5;oai q:rinbe acltieurcr] forbctli Isreelis atid
ltrali'rsLinians" hrir:r,-]c\ri.rr'" ,\,ij at'0 conrrinccd this ,'li1l corilril;:,r,ie tc Lieace in Li:e i'ep-io;r.
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