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Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian
People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories

Statement by Mr. Ran Gidor
Israel's Representative to the 4th Committee

Mr .  Cha i rman,

On 15th September,  the Israel i  Pr ime Minister,  Ar ie l  Sharon,
addressed the United Nat ions General  Assembly wi th the fo l lowing
words :

"The r ight  of  the Jewish people to the Land of  Israel  does not mean
disregarding the r ights of  others in the land. The Palest in ians wi l l
a lways be our neighbours.  We respect them, and have no
aspirat ions to rule over them. They are also ent i t led to f reedom and
to a nat ional ,  sovereign existence in a state of  their  own."

The Pr ime Minister cont inued:

"This week, the last  Israel i  soldier lef t  the Gaza Str ip,  and mi l i tary
law there was ended. The State of Israel proved that it is ready to
make painful  concessions in order to resolve the conf l ic t  wi th the
Palest in ians.  The decis ion to disengage was very di f f icul t  for  me,
and involved a heavy personal  pr ice.  However,  i t  is  the absolute
recognition that it is the right path for the future of Israel that
guided me. Israel i  society is undergoing a di f f icul t  cr is is as a resul t
of  the disengagement,  and now needs to heal  the r i f ts" .

Mr .  Cha i rman,

Year af ter  year the Special  Commit tee submits resolut ions,  reports,
statements and documents on the si tuat ion in the Middle-East,
which are discussed at  great length in the 4th Commit tee. And year
after year we draw the attention of this committee to the waste and
redundancy which some of our col leagues insist  on imposing on the
UN's woeful ly overtaxed budget.  I t  is  an incontestable fact ,  that  a l l
these hours,  days and weeks of  fut i le rhetor ic have no bear ing
whatsoever on the wel l -being of  the Palest in ian populat ion in the
Gaza Str ip and the West Bank. The only ef fect  of  th is absurd,
indeed -  shameful ,  waste of  resources, is to fur ther undermine the
credibi l i ty  of  the Uni ted Nat ions as a relevant,  ser ious and balanced
player in the global  arena. Moreover,  i t  re inforces those voices (not
only in Israel)  who advocate the marginal iz ing of  the UN, in order to
leave the real  and complex business of  peace negot iat ions to
others,
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It is not just a question of a proper use of resources. Let me make
my delegat ion's posi t ion c lear:  even i f  the resolut ions were cosgess,
we would st i l l  oppose their  one-sided and content ious mandate.  The
very name of the Special  commit tee establ ishes, a pr ior i ,  the
conclusions of its purported ' investigation'. 

Moreover, the fact that
onfy about 45o/o of  th is body's membership votes to renew the
committee's mandate, attests to the international community's view
of it 's work.

whi le the Special  commit tee ' invest igates' ,  whi le my esteemed
col leagues del iberate endlessly in New-york and Geneva, whi le the
observers are busy 'observing', it is others who are actively
pursuing measures on the ground in order to improve the si tuat ion
of the Palest in ian populat ion.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

Since the Special  commit tee is manifesf ly interested in explor ing
Israel i  pract ices af fect ing the human r ights of  the palest in ian
People,  let  me avai l  mysel f  of  th is opportuni ty in order to descr ibe
some of those recent 'pract ices'  (a l l  of  which.  incidental ly,  have
been conf i rmed by var ious internat ional  organizat ions):

.  Between 14th August and mid-September,  Israel  has
withdrawn its military forces from the Gaza Strip and large
parts of the Samaria. In fact, the area evacuated in the west
Bank exceeds in s ize that of  the ent i re Gaza Str ip.

.  Dur ing that same per iod,  Israet has dismani led and evacuated
twenty-four Jewish communit ies wi th a populat ion exceeding
8,000 people,  f rom the areas ment ioned before.

. Improvements to the Karni border crossing between Gaza and
Israel  resul ted in smoother and quicker exportat ion of
Palest in ian products into Israel ,  which -  in turn -  helped
reduce the level  of  unemployment in Gaza by 8.5 percent
dur ing the second quarter of  2005 (compared to the ident ical
period the previous year). It has to be stressed that those
improvements were undeftaken by Israel ,  notwi thstanding
acts of terrorism directed specifically against the personnJt ot
the Israel i -palest in ian border terminatsl  tne very people
whose job i t  is  to faci l i tate the movement of  palest in ian
ci t izens and goods.

o Dur ing the past year Israel  has removed almost 40 percent of
the road-blocks and checkpoints,  and brought the total
number f rom 600 down to around 370. Thal  was possible due
to a decrease in terror ism inside Israel ,  which had resul ted
mainly from the construction of the security barrier. The
removal of those checkpoints facil i tated the movement of
persons and goods, and contr ibuted to the reduct ion of
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unemployment in the west Bank by 4 percent from the first _
to the second quarter of  2005.

It is important to reiterate, that all the data provided here has been
conf i rmed and approved by var ious internat ional  agencies such as
ocHA and ILo. And that br ings me to another point .  Israel  wishes
to make clear that it is open - as a democratic state - to discussion
of the human r ights s i tuat ion in the west Bank and Gaza str ip.  In
any given year,  the region is examined by foreign government
agencies - such a.s the uS Department of Statef ny tl.re European
Union; by UN bodies and special  Rapporteurs;  and reputable NGo's
of internat ional  stature such as Amnesty Internat ional .

Dist inguished col leagues, you are therefore asked to consider:  Do
we real ly need yet another body to rehash the work that  is al ready
being done by others? And can we real ly accept the work of  the
special committee when its outcome has been dictated by its
mandate?

The answer is,  of  course, that  we must not sanct ion such a body.
That is precisely why a majority of states do not vote in favour of
the resolution. Nevertheless, the resolution has passed as a matter
of course year after year.

In this context it would be appropriate to repeat the budgetary
considerat ion already raised by us in the past.  Dur ing zOb+, the
United Nat ions spent g 2,92s,400 on the operat ion ol  the special
commit tee and the palest in ian Div is ion wi th in the Department for
Pol i t ical  Af fa i rs.  when taking into account the regular UN budget for
the biennium 2004-2005, together wi th money r lceived from
various extra budgetary sources, i t  emerges that the 3 mi l l ion
Palest in ians l iv ing in the west Bank and Gaza receive an average
annual per capi ta support  of  $345, compared with refugees
elsewhere in the wor ld,  who make do with a per capi ta l l lotment of
meagre  $118.  In  Sudan,  fo r  example ,  where  2  mi l l ion  peop le  have
per ished dur ing the last  decade and 6 mi l l ion were forced io teave
the i r  homes,  ex te rna l  a id  i s  on ly  1g .5  do l la rs  per  cap i ta .

And in al l  those other states where the "human r ights s i tuat ion" is
examined -  i t  goes without saying that al l  v io lat ions by al l  re levant
part ies are equal ly and object ively invest igated. why is i t  then that
this commit tee is cal led upon to author izJa mandate of" invest igat ion" 

of  one side only? surely no one in th is chamber
contends that the palest in ian Author i ty is innocent of  i ts  numerous
human r ights v io lat ions as documented repeatedly by the
internat ional  community and responsible NGOs.
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However,  the imbalance does not stop with the special  commit tee.
Let us not forget the existence of two other absurd bodies: the
Divis ion for Palest in ian Rights,  the only div is ion wi th in the DpA that
is devoted to one people, and the committee on the Exercise of the
Inal ienable r ights of  the Palest in ian People.  Al l  three bodies
invar iably serve as ant i - Israel  propaganda apparatuses, counter ing
the principles of the charter and the objective of a more effective
uni ted Nat ions that abides by high standards of  integr i ty,  ef f ic iency
and pr ior i t ized al locat ion of  resources.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

Israel  has demonstrated the ser iousness of  i ts  commitment to
peace. Now i t  is  the Palest in ians' turn.  The terminat ion of  Israel i
control  over the Gaza str ip enables the Palest in ian Author i ty to
assume responsibi l i ty  for  i ts  c i t izens'  wel l -being. Surely now is the
t ime to develop i ts economy, invest in educat ion and create a f ree
and peace-seeking society,  based on democrat ic inst i tut ions.  The
ul t imate test  for  the Palest in ian leadership consists of  the fu l f i l lment
of  i ts  obl igat ion to put an end to terror ism. I t  is  a lso commit ted to
cease the cul ture of  inci tement and indoctr inat ion of  hatred towards
Israel .  wi l l  the Palest in ians f inal ly r ise up to the chal lenge? wi l l  they
take their  dest iny into their  own hands and ut i l ize their  ta lents and
energies in order to improve i t? -  Or wi l l  they persist  in evading
their  responsibi l i t ies and putt ing al l  their  problems on Israel 's
doorstep t i l l  the end of  t ime.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

our commit tee wi l l  soon conclude i ts del iberat ions.  At th is point ,  we
would l ike to remind the dist inguished delegates of  the words of
paragraph 161(f)  of  the Outcome Document of  the High-Level
Plenary Meet ing (A/59/L.70) of  13th September 2005:

"we strongly urge the Secretary-General  to make the best and most
efficient use of resources in accordance with clear rules and
procedures agreed by the General  Assembly,  in the interest  of  a l l
Member States,  by adopt ing the best management pract ices,
including ef fect ive use of  informat ion and communicat ion
technologies,  wi th a v iew to increase ef f ic iency and enhance
organizat ional  capaci ty,  concentrat ing on those tasks that ref lect
the agreed pr ior i t ies of  the Organizat ion".

Many of  my dist inguished col leagues in th is Chamber wi l l  agree,
that the work of  the Special  Commit tee does not serve in any
conceivable manner the agenda or agreed pr ior i t ies of  the Uni ted
Nat ions as a member of  the Quartet ,  cosponsor ing the Road Map
process to end terror and violence and renew dialogue in the Middle
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East.  We must not shy away from putt ing an end to th is fut i le waste
of UN resources.

We started with one excerpt from our Prime Minister's speech to the
General  Assembly,  and we wi l l  end with another.  Mr.  Ar ie l  Sharon
said the fo l lowing words on 15th September:

" I ,  as someone whose path of  l i fe led him to be a f ighter and
commander in al l  Israel 's wars,  reaches out today to our Palest in ian
neighbours in a cal l  for  reconci l iat ion and compromise to end the
bloody conf l ic t ,  and embark on the path which leads to peace and
understanding between our peoples.  I  v iew this as my cal l ing and
my pr imary mission for the coming years".

Mr .  Cha i rman,

Israel  bel ieves that the work of  the Special  Commit tee is ut ter ly
divorced from real i ty.  On the ground there is current ly a sense of
caut ious opt imism, of  opportuni ty,  of  a f resh momentum, and of
new init iatives that may hopefully serve to regenerate the peace
process. In the texts before us, however, we face a biased and
anachronist ic picture of  the s i tuat ion in the region, where the r ights
of  only one side are acknowledged. There is no correlat ion between
these two visions. We therefore urge the Palestinian Authority to
stop wast ing i ts ef for ts on fut i le diplomat ic maneuvers and
concentrate on the only possible means of  avoiding a paralyt ic
stalemate,  namely:  the dismant l ing of  the terror ist  infrastructure,
coupled with direct ,  s incere and peaceful  negot iat ions wi th Israel .
We cal l  upon the internat ional  community to take real ,  construct ive
measures in order to assist  and support  the Israel i  and Palest in ian
peoples in their  at tempt to end their  decades- long bloody conf l ic t .
Unfortunately,  the work of  the Special  Commit tee does not
const i tute such a measure.

I  thank  you Mr .  Cha i rman.
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