HARON HASSAN (JORDAN):  Thank you Madam.  I would like to say that there have been some interesting developments to reanimate the political process and the withdrawal of Israel from some settlements in Gaza and the West Bank are something that we are very gratified to see.  There are also commitments on the side of the Israeli party, both in terms of the Road Map and [inaudible] have still not been honored.  The Israeli party must continue to withdraw from the occupied territories, stop settlement activities and stop building the separation wall, which has caused so much damage in the occupied territories.  

The Palestinian side has to continue to take every measure to prevent violence.  We are gratified at the Palestinian Authority's commitment to contain violence, to increase security, and in particular, Mahmoud Abbas' measures to honor his commitments and to pursue reforms in the Palestinian administration.

We believe that the Palestinian commitment to reform the national authority, in particular the security services, should enjoy the support of the international community, and particularly the Quartet, so that the Palestinian party can honor all its commitments at this important stage of preparing democratic elections.

The responsibility for putting an end to violence is not incumbent on just one party, but on both who condemn the assassination of civilians, whoever they may be, and we urge Israel to honor the ceasefire and rescind measures to prevent the movement of Palestinians and stop all practices that violate the human rights and fundamental freedoms of the Palestinian people. 

The withdrawal from settlements from the northern West Bank, in keeping with the Road Map, is still possible as a positive measure.  The agreement between two parties to facilitate border crossing towards Egypt will facilitate the peace process.  We hope that both parties will arrive at an agreement on all matters arising from the Gaza withdrawal, which would enable the Palestinian party to improve the living conditions and the political situation with the support of the Quartet.

It is difficult to understand how the peace process can continue while there are Israeli settlements and in particular in areas critical to the final status such as Jerusalem, despite the pullout from Gaza and the withdrawal from some northern West Bank settlements.  

Partial withdrawal, on the one hand, and continued expansion on the other, are contradictory and will not facilitate an end to the crisis or achieving of a lasting solution between the two parties.  Israel must, therefore, rapidly take measures in the West Bank and Gaza and withdraw to the 1967 borders.

The Israeli decision to continue building the separation wall, disregarding the international court's findings, is a flagrant violation of international resolutions and, in particular, ES/1015 of the General Assembly.  We reaffirm that the advisory opinion under the International Court of Justice on the separation wall must be respected.  It states that settlements constitute a violation of international humanitarian law, and that there was no legal basis for the building of the wall, that Israel should dismantle the parts that have already been erected and should cease any further construction.  Israel should return land to its former borders and compensate persons affected by the building.  

The court had said that this could create de facto situations on the ground that would constitute an annexation of Palestinian territory.

Arbitrary Israeli practices and the building of the wall are to cease.  Stability and progress cannot be achieved without putting an end to Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories in keeping with resolutions 242, 338, the Madrid framework, the Arab initiatives, a negotiated solution in keeping with resolution 194, the respect of all commitments, withdrawal from the occupation and the creation of two states.

