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Mr.  Cha i rman,

Allow me at the outset to convey my Government's sincere congratulat ions on the appointment of H.E. Mrs.
Karen Abu Zayd as Commissioner General of UNRWA. We Iook forward to working closely with Mrs. Abu Zayd to
advance the goals of UNRWA at a t ime when the agency's continuing role in the region is one of utmost importance
and essence.

I also wish to convey my government's appreciation for the efforts exerted in producing the annual report
included in document N60l13, rvhich rvas adopted by the Advisory Committee in Amman in September 2005.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

I rvould l ike to reiterate the fol lorving points rvith regards to the Palestinians Refugees problem, rvhich is very
important to my country:

Jordan hosts approximately 1.8 mil l ion Palestinian refugees registered rvith UNRWA. They
represent over 42%o of the total number of Palestinian refugees and 90%o of the total number of
d isp laced persons  in  1967. ln  2005 a lone the  Covernment  o f  Jordan spent  over  463 mi l l ion  USD
on providing education services, health, infrastructure, social rvelfare, and security services to
those Palestinian refugees, in addit ion to improving their l iv ing condit ions in l3 refugee camps
in Jordan. Jordanian Government spending and commitment has been reoccurring every year
since the Palestinian refugee problem began in 1948 despite the budgetary and f inancial
dif f icult ies that continue to face the Government annually and to this date, and despite the very
l imited resources avai lable to Jordan. The government also covers the cost of any addit ional
burdens that may arise from a decrease in UNRWA services due to the Agency's budgetary
defici t .  Forcomparative purposes I would l ike to note that at the t ime rvhen UNRWA spent 76. I
mil l ion USD from its budget on operations in Jordan in 2004/05, the Jordanian government
spent 463.5 mil l ion USD on refugee services for that same period.
LINRWA should continue to operate in the region unti l  a f inal solut ion to the Palestinian
Refugees problem is ( l)  agreed betrveen al l  concerned part ies (2) implemented in al l  i ts aspects.
Unti l  then UNRWA's role should be enhanced and i ts continued operation guaranteed.
UNRWA has proved vital over the years for both the Palestinian refugees and the host countr ies
and rve cal l  on al l  donor countr ies to continue paying their contr ibutions to UNRWA's budget.
Our sincere grati tude goes to the donor countr ies for their support to the Agency over the years.
A resolut ion to the Palestinian refugees problem should be on the basis of LINCA resolut ion 194
and the Arab Peace lnit iat ive, in such a rvay that rvould guarantee the r ight of return and
compensation to Palestinian refugees, and safeguard al l  the r ights of host countr ies. Insolar
Jordan is concerned, an agreed solut ion should also be in accordance rvith Art icle 8 of the
Jordanian-lsrael i  Peace Treaty that refers to the resolut ion ol the Palestinian refugees problem
and displaced persons in accordance rvith international larv.
There  shou ld  be  no  ca tegor iza t ion  o fPa les t in ian  re fugees on  th€  bas is  o f ( l )  the  geograph ic
location rvhere they are being hosted, or (2) the status oftheir l iv ing condit ions. No preferences
should be extended on such basis. The Palestinian refugees problem is one and the same for al l
concerned part ies and should be treated as such.
To faci l i tate the work of LINRWA, lsrael should refrain from impeding the work of UNRWA
personnel in the occupied Palestinians terr i tor ies. Ch IV olthe LINRWA report speaks for i tself
on the record oI Israel i  restr ict ions.

IV I r ,  Chn i rman,

On a dif ferent note, I  rvoulcl l ike to inform this dist inguished committee that the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan supports the expansion of the Advisory Commission in such a way that rvould help support the rvork of
LNRWA, and rve look forrvard to the discussion of the detai ls regarding this matter during the rvork of our Committee.

Al lorv me to conclude, Mr. Chairman, by expressing once again my Government's sincere grati tude to Mrs.
Karen Abu Zeid and al l  those rvorking in UNRWA, rvho exert a great deal of effort to help improve the dif t icult  l iv ing
condit ions ofPalestinian refusees. I  rvish them al l  the success in their rvork.
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