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Kuwait expresses its appreciation for the reports submitted by the

special  rapporteurs.  Their  review by the commit tee wi l l  g ive them

a great impact in the debate on human r ights quest ions.

With regard to the great importance that the State of Kuwait

a t taches to  the respect  o f  human r ights ,  severa l  procedura l  s teps

were taken to ensure that al l  cit izens and resident al iens enjoy their

r ights  prov ided for  by the Kuwai t i  const i tu t ion and leg is la t ive laws.

For  instance,  s ince 2OO1, an annual  repor t  on human r ights  is

prepared by the Commit tee for  the Defense of  Human Rights  in

Kuwai t 's  Nat ional  Assembly,  which looks in to the compla ints

deal ing wi th  the v io la t ion of  human r ights  in  Kuwai t .

Last  year ,  the law establ ish ing the Kuwai t i  Associat ion on Human

Rights was approved.  This  associat ion has proved i ts  v i ta l  ro le  in

defending human rights and al leviating human suffering on vict ims

whose r ights  were v io la ted.
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.  Kuwai t  spares no ef for ts  to  protect  the r ights  of  a l l  res ident  a l iens

and migrant  workers l iv ing on i ts  ter r i tory .  In  th is  regard and

pursuant  to  dec is ion 568 taken by the Counci l  o f  Min is ters ,  an Ad

Hoc Min is ter ia l  Commit tee was establ ished to look in to the

re lat ions between the migrant  workers and the pr ivate sector  wi th

a v iew to protect  the i r  r ights ,  as some a larming s igns have

appeared in  the pr ivate employment  sector ,  which are considered

incompat ib le  wi th  Kuwai t 's  commitment  to  protect  human r ights

and defend human d igni ty .  An agreement  was reached concern ing

min imum wages,  which wi l l  be ef fect ive as of  the beginning of

next  month.  The Min is t ry  of  In ter ior  has concluded a uni f ied

contract for domestic employment covering al l  part ies involved,

which are the employer ,  domest ic  servant  and employment  agency.

Previously,  the High Commission on Employment Regulat ion,  which

includes representatives of several government agencies, has

issued a decis ion prohibi t ing total ly the recrui tment of  chi ldren

under the age of  18 in camel racing and, in l ieu,  to resort  to a

special  device.  The decis ion asserts that  the infr inger wi l l  be

severely penal ized.
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With respect to international cooperation and coordination, and in

order  to  t ra in  those in  charge of  the jud ic ia l  body;  the State of

Kuwai t  has concluded,  through the Kuwai t i  Inst i tu te for  Judic ia l

and Legal  Studies,  a  memorandum of  understanding wi th  the

International Committee of the Red Cross to establish a regional

center for the training of judges and prosecutors in the f ield of

in ternat ional  humani tar ian law.  This  memorandum prov ides for  the

organizat ion of  a  reg ional  seminar  and the establ ishment  of  a

documentat ion center  for  the in ternat ional  humani tar ian law and

the re la ted convent ions,  as wel l  as a l l  publ icat ions,  research works

and recommendat ions on th is  mat ter .

Kuwai t 's  de legat ion has looked in to the repor ts  submit ted under

the items to be reviewed, part icularly the report of the special

rappor teur  of  the Commiss ion on Human Rights  on c iv i l  and

pol i t ica l  r ights ,  inc lud ing quest ions independence of  jud ic iary

admin is t rat ions of  just ice,  impuni t ies,  in  addi t ion to  the jud ic ia l

measures presented to the lraqi special tr ibunal for the tr ial of the

members of the former regime. With respect to the doubts

expressed by the repor t  on the legal i ty  o f  the cour t ,  Kuwai t  would

l ike to  point  out  that  th is  cour t  was establ ished in  accordance wi th

a const i tu t ional  leg is la t ion adopted by l raq 's  Nat ional  Assembly and
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establ ished pursuant to the law on the administrat ion of  the l raqi

State during the transitional process as endorsed by the United

Nat ions in Secur i ty Counci l  resolut ion 1546.

.  Kuwai t  would l ike to  recal l  that  the accused ind iv iduals  prosecuted

by the cour t  are those who v io la ted human r ights  laws and

internat ional  humani tar ian law,  as wel l  as those who perpetrated

the cr ime of  invading Kuwai t  in  1990 a long wi th  the resul t ing

destruct ion and p i l lage fo l lowed by the massacre of  Kuwai t is  and

th i rd  countr ies nat ionals  who were bur ied in  mass graves.  To th is

date, DNA tests have identif ied the remains of 227 persons among

them women.  More mass graves are being d iscovered in  l raq unt i l

now.

. Kuwait 's delegation takes this opportunity to assert that the State

of Kuwait welcomes the trial of all officials of the former lraqi

regime for their  cr imes against  humanity,  especial ly those

perpetrated against the lraqi people, as well as those against the

Kuwait i  people.

.  The Palestinian people in the occupied terri tory l ive under diff icult

condi t ions as a resul t  o f  the cont inued ser ious v io la t ions of  human
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r ights by the lsrael i  author i t ies.  The informat ion included in the

report prepared by the special rapporteur and entit led " lsraeli

practices violating the human rights of the Palestinian people" and

the report of the High Commissioner on the "Auestion of the

Palestinian pregnant women delivering at lsraeli checkpoints,"

should be considered as a c lear evidence on the suffer ing of  the

Palest in ian people and i ts need to struggle for  obtaining al l  i ts

inal ienable r ights.

To conclude, Kuwait looks forward to a true cooperation and

par tnership in  order  to  implement  a l l  ob l igat ions re la ted to  the

promotion and protection of human rights on both national and

international levels. The ongoing consultations about "The Human

Rights Council" are considered as an addition proof, for the

internat ional  communi ty ,  o f  the insuf f ic iency of  the avai lab le means

and mechanisms capable of  protect ing human r ights .  Kuwai t

hopes that  the Genera l  Assembly would reach an agreement  on the

establ ishment  of  the suggested counci l .
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