MR. ASSAF (LEBANON):  Thank you Madam President.  First of all, I would like to thank the Secretary General for the two reports he has given us on the item on the Situation in the Middle East, and for the efforts he is making to find a peaceful solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict arising from the occupation of Palestinian territories.

In Palestine, Israel has been occupying Palestinian territory since 1967.  Israel has separated and isolated different parts of the occupied territories, killed Palestinians, jailed them, deprived them of their land and property, their inalienable rights, such as self-determination and the return of the refugees.

Israel continues to build the separation wall in violation of the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice of 9 July 2004.  The court held that the building of the wall was illegal and urged Israel to destroy the barrier and compensate Palestinians for damages.  

In Syria, Israel continues to occupy about a thousand square kilometers of the Golan and refuses to withdraw to the 4 June 1967 line.  The inhabitants of the Golan were scattered.  44 settlements were built, and about 20,000 Israeli settlers live there.

There are currently projects to increase the number of settlers.  Israel continues to take arbitrary measures against the 25,000 or so remaining inhabitants of the Golan.  Their lands are being broken up and they are forced to accept Israeli citizenship.  The country has not observed resolution 497 of the Security Council, which considered the 1981 annexation of the Golan null and void.

In Lebanon, there are many cases of Israeli aggression.  Israel continues to violate Lebanese land borders and air space, in violation of resolution 425 of the General Assembly calling upon Israel to respect Lebanon's sovereignty.  

There were 82 violations just in the course of last month.  Israeli military aircraft routinely on an almost daily basis violate Lebanese air space, and break the sound barrier right above cities in order to terrorize civilians and tourists.

The Secretariat of the United Nations expressed its position on the situation when it presented the report on this situation to the Security Council, listing a number of violations since -- in the course of the last month, and invited Israel to put an end to these violations for it feels that such a cessation would contribute to restoring a degree of quiet along the blue line.  Israel has still not released the Lebanese prisoners.  

While thanking the German government for taking measures to ensure the liberation of some of the Lebanese prisoners, we would like to invite the international community once again to make every possible effort to close this file once and for all and make sure that all of the Lebanese prisoners held in Israel are freed.

Israel has still not provided 20% of the mine fields that have been laid in Lebanon.  These land mines have caused the death of countless Lebanese.  Many have been injured, and of course, this prevents people from returning to their farm lands and planting crops.  

In this context, we cannot fail to mention the plight of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.  There are about 400,000 such refugees.  The Lebanese government, in complete coordination with the legitimate Palestinian Authority has adopted a series of measures to improve the living conditions of the Palestinian refugees by offering them services available on Lebanese labor markets, while regulating matters and ensuring their security.  

We would like to reiterate Lebanon's position to effect that Palestinian refugees must be able to return home in keeping with GA resolution 194.  They should not settle definitively in Lebanon, first of all, because they wish to return, and secondly because not giving them a permanent settlement in Lebanon is part of our constitution, and the installation of refugees in Lebanon would have the effect of unbalancing the composition, the demographic composition of Lebanon.

A solution, Madam, to the Middle East crisis must be based on the implementation of international resolutions calling for Israel's withdrawal from Palestinian occupied territories in keeping with resolutions 242 and 338.  All states that participate in the 2002 Beirut Arab Initiative have offered Israel peace and recognition as a state, a normalization of state-to-state relations in exchange for Israel's withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories and the possibility for the refugees to return.  We still hope that our appeal will be heeded by Israel.  It will be very easy to achieve a peace if there was a will to do so.  

Finally Madam, I cannot conclude my statement on the Middle East without thanking the United Nations for responding to Lebanon's appeal for help in the investigation of the late Prime Minister, Mr. Rafik Hariri.  We reiterate our support to the international commission of inquiry and its leader and express our confidence in their work.  We ask all states to sincerely and in a serious manner cooperate with the commission of inquiry in keeping with the resolutions, including 1636.  Thank you.

