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Mr.  Cha i rman,

1. My delegat ion would l ike to thank the High Commissioner for Human Rights Ms Louis Arbour for
her report ,  and her presentat ion on the Plan of Act ion of the High Commissionei and i ts implementat ion.
We have taken note with interest a number of act iv i t ies to be undertaken by the High Commissioner and
the Off ice of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) that we bel ieve would contr ibute further
to the efforts in promoting human rights. At this juncture, I wish to reiterate Malaysia's pledge of support
and cooperation for the Office of the High Commissioner in its mandate to promote and protect human
rights.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

2. My delegation welcomes the new approaches promoted in the Plan of Action to respond to
today's real i t ies and chal lenges in the area of human r ights,  and the proposed strengthening of the
planning and management capacit ies of OHCHR. With this Plan of Act ion we hope that the Off ice wi l l  be
able to assume its responsibilities while mindful of the close and intricate inter-relationship between
development,  securi ty and the protect ion and promotion of human r ights.  The development and securi ty
agendas of the United Nat ions should indeed f igure prominent ly in the High Commissioner 's strategic
vision for the human r ights programme. Indeed, i t  is certainly true that poverty,  discr iminat ion, armLd
conflict, impunity, democratic deficits and institutional shortcomings are among the key human rights
chal lenges facing humanity today. In this respect,  my delegat ion is pleased thai the plan of Act ion has
taken cognisance of the l inkages of development and securi ty with the ul t imate aim of achievinq
protect ion and promotion of human r ights.

3. My delegat ion also thanks Ambassador Salama, Chairperson of the Working Group on the Right
to Development for his presentation to the Committee last Thursday. My delegation ii pleased to note ihe
recent developments taking place in relation to the implementation and furtherance of the right to
development,  within the context of  the Working Group as wel l  as in the Commission on Human R-ights.
We hope that these posit ive developments wi l l  cont inue and grow in momentum in the years ahead.

4. The mainstreaming of human r ights into development efforts is a concept dist inct f rom the
mainstreaming of the r ight to development in the promotion and protect ion of al l  human r ights.  As def ined
by the Independent Expert, the right to development is a right to a particular process of development in
which "al l  human r ights and fundamental  f reedoms can be ful ly real ized".  The real izat ion of the r ight to
development is seen as the fulfilment of a set of claims by people, principally on their State but alio on
the society at large, including the international community, to a process that enables them to realize the
rights and freedoms set forth in the International Bill of Human Rights in their totality and as an integrated
whole. In effect, the realization of all these interdependent rights depends on the availability of resources
and the access of people to such goods and services as are necessary to support the enjoyment of those
rights.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

5. l t  is not possible to ignore the pl ight of  the Palest inians in the Occupied Terr i tory and the
violations of human rights perpetrated by the occupying forces. The blatant and unabated violation of the
human rights of the Palestinian people by the occupying forces in the Occupied Territories, must not be
al lowed to cont inue. The inhumane treatment and suffer ing inf l icted upon the Palest inians, especial ly
women and chi ldren, and the destruct ion of their  land and property and essent ial  sources of l ivel ihood
deserve the urgent attention of the international community. In the report of the Special Rapporteur on the
si tuat ion of human r ights in the Palest inian terr i tor ies occupied by lsrael s ince 1967, Mr John Dugard
highlighted that during the past year, lsrael's decision to withdraw Jewish settlers and troops from Gaza
has attracted the attention of the international community. Unfortunately, this focus of attention on Gaza
has allowed lsrael to continue with the construction of the separation wall in Palestinian territory, the
expansion of settlements and the de-Palestinization of Jerusalem with virtually no criticism. Despiie the
withdrawal by lsrael from Gaza, the humanitarian situation there continues to worsen.
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6. In i ts advisory opinion of 9 July 2004, the lnternat ional Court  of  Just ice pronounced that the
separat ion wal l  bui l t  by lsrael in the Occupied Palest inian Terr i tory is contrary to internat ional law. l t
accordingly held that construct ion of the wal l  should cease and that those sect ions of the wal l  that had
been completed in the Occupied Palest inian Terr i tory should be dismantled. l t  is most regrettable that the
Government of lsrael has paid no heed to the advisory opinion and cont inues with the construct ion of the
wal l .  The wal l  has ser ious consequences for Palest inians, which deprives and violates their  human r ights.
Thousands of Palest inians are separated from their  agr icul tural  lands by the wal l  and are denied permits
to access their  lands. Even those who are granted permits frequent ly f ind that gates within the wal l  do not
open as scheduled. As a result ,  Palest inians are gradual ly leaving land and homes that they have
occupied for generat ions.

7 .  The Advisory Opinion of the Internat ional Court  of  Just ice, endorsed by the General  Assembly on
20 July 2004, condemned as i l legal not only the construct ion of the separat ion wal l  but many other
pol ic ies of the lsrael i  administrat ion of the Occupied Palest inian Terr i tory.  Regrettably,  s ince then l i t t le
effort  has been made by the internat ional community to compel lsrael to comply with i ts legal obl igat ions
as expounded by the Internat ional Court .

8.  My delegat ion would l ike to urge the more inf luent ial  Member States of the United Nat ions to do
their  utmost in persuading lsrael to take immediate steps to end violat ions of the human r ights of the
Palest inians in the Occupied Terr i tor ies.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

9. Special  procedures, as independent experts,  serye as "the eyes and the ears" of the Commission
of Human Rights. Malaysia bel ieves that special  procedures play an important role in the promotion and
protect ion of human r ights world-wide. In the furtherance of their  mandate, i t  must be ensured that the
special procedures would operate under the principles of fairness, objectivity and non-selectivity so that
their  credibi l i ty would be great ly enhanced and their  mandate respected. Further,  i t  must be borne in mind
that independent experts are appointed to ful f i l  a part icular mandate, and that Member States expect
those mandates to be adhered to. l t  is in this spir i t  that the Malaysian Government constant ly engages
with the experts on how to further improve the fulfilment of their mandate.

10. Malaysia is a f i rm bel iever of the protect ion and promotion of human r ights.  This is a fundamental
principle followed since the very inception of Malaysia as a sovereign entity. Our leaders have made it an
essent ial  point that the guarantee of the individual 's fundamental  r ights and l ibert ies would be a
cornerstone of governance, while maintaining the central importance of society. The rights of every citizen
are enshrined in the Const i tut ion, and protected by legal provisions.

Thank you,  Mr .  Cha i rman.
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