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Letter dated 24 April 2006 from the Permanent Representative of Peru to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General


With reference to the candidacy of Peru for membership in the Human Rights Council, I have the honour to transmit to you our voluntary commitments on this important matter, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 60/251.

(Signed) Oswaldo de Rivero
Ambassador
Permanent Representative



Annex to the letter dated 24 April 2006 from the Permanent Representative of Peru to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General



Peru



Commitments on human rights


Peru is firmly committed to the promotion and protection of all human rights and therefore attaches great importance to the role and responsibilities of the new Human Rights Council.


Peru will continue to cooperate in a serious and responsible manner with all countries in the establishment and strengthening of the aforementioned Council, pursuant to the objectives set out in General Assembly resolution 60/251, in particular its last preambular paragraph, which reaffirms the commitment to strengthen the United Nations human rights machinery, with the aim of ensuring effective enjoyment by all of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development.


Peru will work to ensure that the Council becomes a more effective instrument from the victims’ point of view and will therefore promote the development of mechanisms that help ensure greater respect for international human rights norms and standards throughout the world and prevent the emergence of gaps in protection.


Peru will continue to work with regional organizations and civil society, including non-governmental organizations, so that it can benefit from their valuable support on human rights issues.


At the domestic level, Peru will continue to consolidate democracy, the rule of law and respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms of the individual. In this connection, mention should be made of the decision by the State to establish the Truth and Reconciliation Commission as a mechanism for vindicating the victims of the two decades of violence in Peru and whose recommendations are currently being implemented. Peru takes the opportunity to reaffirm its commitment to the gradual restoration of citizens’ rights, to compensatory measures in the areas of education and health, and to collective and symbolic reparations, through the Comprehensive Reparations Plan.


Peru will also ensure that the policies adopted in the National Human Rights Plan (2006-2010) are implemented.


Likewise, Peru will continue to meet its obligations as a State party to the seven universal human rights conventions and, in that connection, wishes to point out that over the past few years Peru has either ratified or acceded to the following international instruments:


•
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (9 April 2001);


•
Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (30 August 2001);


•
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (10 November 2001);


•
Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons (13 February 2002);


•
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (8 May 2002);


•
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (8 May 2002);


•
Unilateral declaration recognizing the competence of the Committee against Torture to consider complaints by States or individuals alleging non-compliance with the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (October 2002);


•
Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity (11 August 2003);


•
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (14 September 2005).


At the international level, Peru will continue its close cooperation with the universal system for the promotion and protection of human rights, in particular the special procedures mechanism which the new Council will take over from the Commission on Human Rights.


Peru will maintain its open invitation to the representatives of the special thematic mechanisms with the idea of continuing to work towards the fulfilment of all its human rights obligations. In 1985, Peru was one of the first countries to receive a visit by a special thematic mechanism, the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. Likewise, in 2002, Peru extended an open invitation to the rapporteurs and other special mechanisms of the Commission on Human Rights. Since then, three special rapporteurs have visited Peru. The recommendations arising from those visits have been extremely useful in guiding the Government’s policies.



Within the framework of the United Nations


–
Peru reaffirms the commitments it made at the major United Nations conferences and will continue to work towards fulfilment of the objectives and goals set out in the platforms of action adopted in Vienna, Beijing, Cairo and Copenhagen.


–
Peru will continue to promote international processes seeking gender equality and the empowerment of women and will remain committed to fully implementing Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace and security. It will also remain committed to initiatives and campaigns for zero tolerance of any type of violence against women.


–
Peru will continue to attach great importance to discussions on issues pertaining to indigenous peoples and will continue to participate actively in all work in this area. It will also work towards the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People, which focuses on five key objectives that present a major opportunity for achieving the development of indigenous people and highlights in particular the goal of strengthening international cooperation for the solution of the problems faced by indigenous people.


–
Peru will continue to lend its full support to negotiations on a convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. Peru is fully convinced that the elaboration of an international convention will make a significant contribution to the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. It will continue to support a pragmatic text whose main objective is to achieve the full development of persons with disabilities and their inclusion in all spheres of life with the same opportunities as other people.


–
Peru will seek to ensure that the issue of migration and development and the situation of migrant workers are included as a priority theme on the United Nations agenda in order to ensure, among other things, that migrant workers and members of their families can fully and effectively enjoy all their human rights and fundamental freedoms irrespective of their legal status.


–
Peru will continue to support efforts to promote a comprehensive approach to the issue of HIV/AIDS, because respect for human rights is essential in dealing with many aspects of this pandemic.


–
Peru will maintain its commitment to children and adolescents, who are the most important human and social element and to whom we have a responsibility and an obligation, both today and in the future. We will continue to cooperate with the relevant United Nations bodies, such as the United Nations Children’s Fund, the International Labour Organization and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, among others, which have made the issue of children and adolescents a priority theme on their agendas.
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