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MOST DEVELOPING COUNTRIES UNABLE TO ACHIEVE MILLENNIUM GOALS, GIVEN CURRENT
LEVELS OF ECONOMIC GROWTH, INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT, GENERAL ASSEMBLY TOLD
Enhanced Resource Flows, Scientific
Applications Needed to Break Out of Poverty, Leaders Say
(Delayed for technical reasons; issued on 20 September.)
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ALI RODRIGUEZ ARAQUE, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Venezuela, said there were many internal and external challenges facing the United Nations, which needed to find effective ways to address them.  Two examples were the need for democratization within the Organization and poverty, which posed the greatest challenge of the times.  

He said democracy was the highest form of political organization for individual countries, and the United Nations should be the best example of the equal exercise of democratic rights.  Was it a democratic institution?  Regrettably, it clearly was not.  There was a dangerous process in which a small group of countries were usurping the right to make decisions without taking into account the vast majority of countries, which represented a broad majority of the world’s population.  Reform should only be aimed at democratizing the Organization.  That meant giving decisive power over fundamental issues to the General Assembly.  The Organization’s very existence depended upon confronting its frequently autocratic practices, which weakened its authority in the eyes of the world.  

Poverty was the result of an unjust system of distribution, he continued.  The profit motive was a ruthless force, creating wealth on the basis of the expansion of poverty.  That process was seen every day, not only in those countries considered poor, but also in those where opulence was on obscene display.  Such countries preached movement of capital, but only tolerated the movement of human beings when they needed the extra labour to become even richer.  That painful truth had been revealed by the tragedy of Hurricane Katrina.

He said many parts of the world were experiencing a time of suffering but also anger, which generated instability.  If the world wanted stability, it must apply social justice, a new system of distribution among regions and within nations, one not limited to alms or assistance that was often delivered with humiliating conditions.  For the moment, the essential thing to remember was man’s difficulty in realizing his democratic dreams when unable to satisfy his basic needs.
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