EXPLANATION OF VOTES OF VENEZUELA, EGYPT, MALAYSIA, INDONESIA
ON HOLOCAUST RESOLUTION (SEE http://www.eyeontheun.org/developments.asp?u=179&un_s=&ul=2&tp=23&tpn=Draft+Resolutions&d=812) 

Venezuela

Venezuela has taken part in the consensus for adoption of this resolution.  And we fully agree  with those who cosponsored this resolution and signed the memorandum attached to it that affirms that the Holocaust is a systematic and barbaric attempt to do away with an entire people in a manner unfashioned of mankind.  But reason and respect for truth require that when speaking of the annihilation of people that occurred during the framework of the Second World War, where this happened, we cannot fail to remember other holocausts that occurred simultaneously during the barbaric conflict which were uncovered later on and attributable to some member states that were part of the coalition that defeated Nazism militarily.  The annihilation of the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki with nuclear…was a devastating destruction ….with no justification. The victims are doomed to continuing problems of disease and hunger including women and children with no long term solution and without hope.  This was done by states which were also part of this coalition.  

And today we see attempts to annihilate a crucial crises of popular insurgency which seeks to restore justice.  The USA also participated in the same world conflict that occurred after 1945 against peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America and this is something we must incorporate in our collective memories, as members of the UN.  These memories inspired the same feelings of humanism embodied in this resolution as in one paragraph that says “to protect future generations from scourge of war.” There are many ways to wage war, many are novel, such as low and high intensity war or more subtle wars which are less apparent.  Venezuela is concerned that educational programs to eradicate genocide such as action to exterminate groups of human beings or entire people for the unmentionable pretext of hatred and racist feelings of fundamentalism and messianism as embodied in protestant affiliation embedded in religious intolerance.  We call on states to make sure we put an end to this and… education to form common awareness of perversion of crimes against humanity namely genocide, including that of the Jewish people.  A phenomenon that deserves universal repudiation. 

Egypt

Having joined the adoption of this draft resolution without a vote, my delegation would like to express reservation on Operative Paragraphs 2 and 6 as well as some procedural aspects surrounding the draft resolution.  We fully share and understand the need of the cosponsors regarding education and the January 27th remembrance day as a firm belief that victims of genocide, regardless of religion or ethnic background should not be forgotten.  But we can’t forget the socio-political and racist causes that led to it.  Furthermore, we ask ourselves why we restrict the resolution to the Holocaust and forget similar genocide crimes against Christians and Muslims in Rwanda, Bosnia, Kosovo and Srebrenica.  Why establish a special international program for promoting awareness of the Holocaust, the horrible crime against Jews, while forgetting equal atrocities against Muslims, Christians and others and there are no public programs to increase awareness of those.  No one should have the monopoly of suffering.  The established mechanism in accordance with this resolution should cover victims worldwide without discrimination of background or religion.  How can we put things back into the right perspective? We reserve our right to do so ourselves.  We further trust that the General Assembly and the Secretary-General while proposing the outreach program and other mechanisms will also attach equal importance to other resolutions such as the ones on racial intolerance, xenophobia movements…neo-Nazism.  We further trust that the General Assembly will attach the same importance to a similar resolution on financing.  We reserve the right to resist implementation of this resolution …[unless it includes] equal treatment of all genocide victims, including Holocaust victims, and we will judge this resolution in the future accordingly.

Malaysia

We join the consensus on Holocaust remembrance.  We condemn the Holocaust as it constitutes a systematic, barbaric attempt to annihilate an entire people with no parallel in human history.  Yet …universal.  Draw on these lessons…other events no less tragic…in this connection, my delegation prefers that Operative Paragraph 2 be broadened in scope to include inculcating future generations with not only the Holocaust but also with war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity.

Indonesia

We went along with adoption of this resolution with the following understandings.  The

Holocaust represents a dark episode of human civilization whose lessons should never be forgotten in order to save the future from tragedy.  But the Holocaust is not the only…there are numerous other tragedies which send an equally strong message…of racism and prejudice.  History registers a long list of human tragedies.  We would have preferred if the intention of the cosponsors to institutionalize education of the Holocaust in the UN system would give equal attention to other human tragedies.

