ALEXANDER KONUZIN (RUSSIAN FEDERATION):  Mr. President, colleagues.  In the course of this year since the last discussion took place at the 59th session of the General Assembly, the subject of the Palestinian-Israeli settlement, significant changes have occurred in the Middle East peace process.  

We have experienced many anxious moments when it seemed that the fragile understanding between the parties had been hopelessly destroyed.  Mutual distrust by the Israelis and the Palestinians, their guarded attitude to each other, the attacks by extremists, all of this called into question the prospects of a settlement.  However, in our view, there were, however, more positive events.  

2005 was marked by a huge historic event, Israel's withdrawal from the Gaza sector and from part of the West Bank.  The fact that the disengagement plan became a reality is to the credit of the government of Israel and a result of the responsible position adopted by the Palestinian Authority.  

But the liberation of that Palestinian territory, occupied back in 1967, should be followed by further steps.  Seeking to attain a final settlement on the basis of the Road Map, that irreplaceable, that fundamental document which determines the parameters of Palestinian-Israeli reconciliation. 

The government of Mr. Abbas has to be helped in its efforts to create security and order in the lands of Palestine.  We are convinced that the Palestinian leadership should continue its efforts to reform its power structures and robustly counter any manifestations of terrorism.

It is essential to improve the humanitarian and the social and economic situation of the population in the Palestinian territories.  Accordingly, we welcome the agreement on movement and access that was concluded on 15 November between Israel and the Palestinians, and we call upon the parties strictly to comply with it and to implement it.

All of these tasks are ones that the international community should continue to be [inaudible] the community represented by the Quartet and its special representative, Mr. Wolfensohn.

Russia, together with other members of the Quartet of Mideast facilitators intends to help build Palestinian statehood.  At the same time, I wish to emphasize that we deem inadmissible any kind of unilateral measures that would anticipate the solution to the question of the final status of Palestinian lands.

The Israeli settlement activity in all of its manifestations is unacceptable to us, as is also the continuing construction of the separation wall.  It is very important now not to allow the positive momentum to fade away, this momentum that was the result of the evacuation of the Israeli settlements in Gaza.  Therefore, the international facilitators and all interested parties should urge Israel and the Palestinians to continue with their interaction that has emerged between them at this stage of the withdrawal from Gaza in the post-evacuation period as well.

We all must keep in mind the final goal, which is the creation of an independent, viable Palestinian state coexisting in peace and security with Israel.

However, we cannot fail to note that the settlement of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict alone without a comprehensive settlement in the Middle East, will not make it possible to remove tension, to achieve peace and security in the region.  Therefore, the international community must again give constant attention to the Syrian and Lebanese tracks of the peace process.  They are just as important and significant.  Thank you Mr. President.  

