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Mr Facilitator,
We thank you for convening this meeting to exchange views on issues under Cluster II.
We associate ourselves with the statement made by the delegation of Malaysia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement. Our statement is also informed by the African Common position as reflected in the Ezulwini Consensus of the African Union.
In our view collective security encompasses both State security and human security and it is with this understanding that we agree with the Secretary General's assertion that "we will not enjoy development without security, we will not enjoy security without development, and we will not enjoy either, without respect for human rights". We therefore commend the Secretary-General for seeking to shape a common understanding on the need for the world to develop a vision of collective security based on a shared assessment of the current global threats and obligations needed in addressing these threats.
Mr Facilitator,
Prevention and peaceful resolution of conflict remains one of the fundamental objectives of the United Nations and we have pursued this objective with varying degrees of success. Today we witness an unprecedented rise in demand for the deployment of United Nations peacekeeping operations, placing strain on the capacities and resources of the Organisation and its Member States. It has also become imperative that we adopt a long-term approach to the resolution of conflicts and peacebuilding. We believe that it is therefore important that Member States provide the necessary resources to strengthen the tools for the prevention, management and resolution of conflicts.
In this regard we attach great importance to strengthening of the good offices function of the Secretary-General and we see a need for the provision of additional resources for a more effective role in mediating conflicts. We also note that regional organisations such as the African Union and African sub-regional organisations have come to play a vital role in the peaceful resolution of conflicts in our continent. Consequently, as we embark on a process of strengthening the mediation role of the UN we believe that we should also give due consideration to the need to strengthen the capacity of regional organisations, where required.
Mr Facilitator,
South Africa shares the Secretary-General's concern that developed countries need to do much more to contribute to United Nations peacekeeping operations. Without this commitment UN peacekeeping will not be as effective as we would like it to be nor will it address the overstretching of capacities experienced today and which the Secretary-
General has drawn our attention to. Member States, in the framework of the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations have taken decisions on the establishment of strategic reserve forces and standing police capacities - areas that are critical for meeting the rising burden on peacekeeping operations.
Yet it is important that the development of such capacities, particularly in the military sphere, move at a pace and in concert with regional response initiatives such as the African Standby Forces. We therefore support the notion of an interlocking system of peacekeeping capacities that would combine United Nations and regional capacities.
South Africa has voiced its support for the creation of a Peacebuilding Commission that could focus the attention and effort of the international community on the long-term needs of countries emerging from conflict. We trust that the establishment of the Peacebuilding Commission will nurture greater co-operation and co-ordination between the relevant parts of the UN system to ensure that resources are effectively brought to bear on the needs of countries emerging from conflict. We see a need to ensure the effective participation of all relevant partners including the Bretton Woods institutions in peacebuilding efforts. We will therefore study the Secretary-General's explanatory note on the Peacebuilding Commission and provide our detailed comments at a later date.
Mr Facilitator,
South Africa welcomes the Secretary-General's efforts to draw up a comprehensive strategy to address international terrorism and, in particular, the emphasis he places on the need to uphold human rights and international law when taking counter-terrorism measures.
We are particularly pleased that the General Assembly has reached agreement on the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism and call on all States to ratify and accede to this important convention. We are confident that the General Assembly will also finalise the comprehensive convention on international terrorism including reaching agreement on a universal and precise legal definition of terrorism.
We believe that a strategy of counter-terrorism dissuasion, as proposed by the Secretary-General, would need to take into account the socio-political and economic environment in which terrorism takes place. We need to urgently address the root causes of terrorism including foreign occupation.
A strategy aimed at developing State capacity should highlight the need for a multilateral channel through which funding for technical assistance could be disbursed. This would help to draw together the various dispersed international efforts for capacity building.
We further believe that a strategy for denial should highlight the importance of strengthening and consolidating the existing counter-terrorism instruments of the United Nations based on the principles of objectivity, fairness and transparency. There is an urgent need to develop objective standards and criteria to assess compliance by Member States with their counter-terrorism obligations and to assess technical assistance needs.
Mr Facilitator,
On the issue of weapons of mass destruction, we are concerned that the Secretary-General's report has not struck a reasonable balance between non-proliferation and disarmament.
While we take note of the Secretary-General's proposals to strengthen the multilateral non-proliferation framework, we continue to believe that the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) remains the foundation for the international community's collective response to both disarmament and non-proliferation. We therefore expect that, consistent with the NPT, both aspects of "proliferation" - that is, "horizontal" as well as "vertical" proliferation - should be addressed.
South Africa believes that the total elimination of nuclear weapons remains the only absolute guarantee against the use, or threat of use, of these weapons. The commitment to nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation should apply to all States, whether they are party to the NPT or not. South Africa also believes that the moratorium on nuclear test explosions should be maintained because it is critical to the preservation of international peace and security. However, a moratorium on testing can never serve as a substitute for signing and ratifying the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.
We attach great importance to the commencement of negotiations on a Fissile Material Treaty and the resolution of the stalemate within the Conference on Disarmament. We are therefore also concerned that the Secretary-General's report also missed an opportunity to call for the resumption of the work of the Conference on Disarmament.
Mr Facilitator,
South Africa shares the concerns of the international community regarding the potential proliferation of nuclear weapons, particularly to non-State terrorist actors, and recognises that the dual-use nature of many nuclear technologies and materials exacerbates the proliferation threat. However, we should not allow international efforts towards achieving universality of comprehensive safeguards to be jettisoned in favour of additional measures and restrictions on the Non-Nuclear Weapon States that are already committed to non-proliferation norms and have renounced the nuclear option. There is a need to respect the inalienable right of all countries to engage in the research, production and use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, without discrimination.
In conclusion South Africa supports the development of a legally binding international instrument on tracing and marking small arms and light weapons, including future negotiations on illicit brokering in these weapons.
I thank you. 
