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Mr. Facilitator
We thank you for organizing this meeting and welcome the opportunity to exchange views on the issues contained in Cluster IV of the organization of work proposed by the President of the General Assembly. My delegation has always stated that the High-Level Summit meeting of the General Assembly is an important and a critical meeting for the future of the United Nations in the 21st century. The September Summit is expected to address the development agenda and the security agenda. The balance between these two agendas is important for the well-being of our people and indeed for the success of our organization.
My delegation has also been on record in stating that the security agenda enjoys an unfair advantage in that all its outcomes can result in concrete deliverables. On the other hand, the development agenda which is very rich and is built on important decisions taken at the major summits in the past decade including the Copenhagen Summit, the Johannesburg Summit, the Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development and the Millennium Summit which we are preparing to review in the coming months, still remain unconfirmed. For these reasons, we expect that the September Summit will have to take decisions that are concrete on both the development and security agenda.
Mr. Facilitator
We are pleased to inform this meeting that the African Union is fully engaged in developing an Africa position on many issues that are contained in the Secretary-General's report and even those before us in this Cluster this morning. Already, the African Union has a common position that is enshrined in the Ezulwini Consensus of the African Union and more Ministerial meetings - one is scheduled for 5 May 2005 - are expected to deliberate on other issues that have arisen since the Swaziland meeting. Our leaders are taking time to discuss the issues raised in the Secretary-General's report because there is a belief and expectation that Africa must benefit from the reforms.
Mr. Facilitator
Allow us to respond in each of the proposals in Cluster IV. Regarding the General Assembly, we recall that in the Millennium Declaration the Heads of State and Government identified the need for the General Assembly to be strengthened so as to effectively play its role as the chief deliberative, policy-making and representative organ of the United Nations.
In the past few years, our delegation has had the honor to serve as a facilitator of the revitalization of the General Assembly on behalf of the African Group. We can confirm that a lot of good work, but not enough, has been done to revitalize the General Assembly. Among the positive achievements is the fact that as a result of the revitalization process, the President of the General Assembly and the Chairs of the Main Committees are elected well in advance to allow the incoming officers to consult with their outgoing colleagues. The agenda of the General Assembly has been streamlined to allow for some prioritization in an attempt to have urgent and current issues discussed. The reality however, is that there remains a lot of work to be done on refining and further streamlining the agenda of the General Assembly. For example, the agenda of the General Assembly still contains matters that were first introduced many years ago and these cannot be removed without the consent of the Member States. This is one of the reasons the Secretary-General is proposing that the revitalization process be endorsed at the Summit level so as to allow flexibility for delegations to take serious decisions. It is also true that perhaps because of its nature, as a chief deliberative and policy-making organ, the General Assembly will be difficult to revitalize overnight. It is for this reason that my delegation fully supports the proposal for the revitalization of the General Assembly at the Summit in September as proposed by the Secretary-General.
Mr. Facilitator
The reform and expansion of the Security Council is long overdue. We note with interest those delegations that have counselled that we should take time and wait before we engage in the reform of this important organ. Others have suggested various ways of proceeding on this matter that may end up causing a delay in finally taking a decision on this matter. Our submission before this meeting is that the issue of the reform of the Security Council has been on the agenda for a long time. The Secretary-General has urged that we take a decision before September and we fully agree with him.
Perhaps more important for us is that Africa can no longer wait while we deliberate further on this issue. The past ten years have given all delegations an opportunity to express views on this matter. Our African leaders meeting in Swaziland stated very clearly that Africa is ready to act on this matter. We do so realizing that there has never been an opportune moment for us to bring this institution out of the mindset of 1945 and into the new realities of the new millennium.
My delegation shares the concern of those who are worried about the process of the reform of the Security Council overshadowing the achievement of the important development agenda. However, we would submit that this concern should be the reason why it is important for us to consider addressing the matter of the expansion of the Security Council as suggested by the Secretary-General and using the mechanisms that are spelled out in the Charter of the United Nations which already anticipated the expansion of the Security Council by including Articles 108 and 109.
The African Common Position as reflected in the Ezulwini Consensus of the African Union states very clearly what our expectations are in regard to the reform and expansion of the Security Council. It states "Africa's goal is to be fully represented in all the decision-making organs of the United Nations, particularly the Security Council which is the principal decision-making organ of the United Nations in matters relating to international peace and security. Full representation of Africa in the Security Council not less than two permanent seats with all the prerogatives and privileges of permanent membership including the right of veto and five non-permanent seats. Even though Africa is opposed in principle to the veto, it is of the view that so long as it exists, and as a matter of common justice it should be made available to all permanent members of the Security Council."
Mr. Facilitator
The reform and strengthening of ECOSOC is also long overdue. Like many delegations, we have noted with concern on occasions when issues that belong to ECOSOC have ended up being considered in the Security Council. The same has happened on issues that belong in the domain of the General Assembly. We believe that the reason for this imbalance is precisely because ECOSOC needs to be structured in a manner that it can respond timeously to issues on its agenda. The General Assembly also needs to be fully revitalized so as to avoid a situation where by default, the Security Council ends up appearing as the only organ of choice.
We believe ECOSOC remains the main organ that can foster the coordination of all the activities of the United Nations in the field of development. In this regard we believe that it should make a contribution to the ongoing review and assessment of progress in the implementation of the internationally agreed development goals. It should also have the capacity to play a role in reviewing the trends in international development cooperation.
Mr. Facilitator
The Secretary-General has been very convincing in his argument that there can be no security without development and neither security nor development without the respect for all human rights. He has also reminded us that human rights are fundamental to the poor as well as to the rich. We believe that reforms are long overdue for the human rights machinery of the United Nations to work in an impartial and objective manner.
We note with interest the proposal for the creation of a Human Rights Council and welcome the explanatory note provided by the Secretary-General on this matter. Our belief is that it would be important that such a Human Rights Council make a difference to the protection of human rights throughout the world. The Secretary-General is correct when he states in his explanatory note that "the Commission on Human Rights in its current form has some notable strengths and proud history, but its ability to perform its tasks has been overtaken by new needs, and undermined by the politicization of its sessions and the selectivity of its work."
And regarding the universal protection of human rights we also hope that the Human Rights Council must live up to the words of the Secretary-General when he told the Commission on Human Rights on 7 April 2005 that "equal attention will be given to civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights as well as the right to development."
We look forward to engaging further with other delegations on critical issues such as membership and size of this important body.
Mr. Facilitator
My delegation has in previous statements highlighted the important role played by regional organizations such as the African Union in the resolution of conflicts and peacebuilding. The African Union has always looked forward to the discussion on the intention in Chapter VIII of the Charter which relates to the utilization of regional organizations in carrying out the mandate of the United Nations in matters of international peace and security. We therefore support the proposals to strengthen the relationship between the UN and regional organizations. We particularly welcome the proposal for the development and implementation of a ten-year plan for capacity building with the African Union. The scope of such a plan should extend beyond the provision of training to include full logistical support to African regional operations. We also believe that Member States should support this proposal with the provision of the necessary funding for regional operations in the field.
Mr. Facilitator
My delegation believes that it is important to enhance the system-wide coherence in order for the United Nations to be more effective in addressing the challenges of development and poverty eradication. Greater coordination between development and humanitarian agencies will enhance efficiency in the use of resources and lead to an alignment of mandates. We therefore support the proposals of the Secretary-General aimed at strengthening the UN system-wide coherence. We note that it is us Member States who are called upon to coordinate the mandates that we give to the governing bodies of the various humanitarian and development agencies of the UN. Furthermore my delegation would like to strongly recommend the importance of coordination between the United Nations and the Bretton Woods Institutions on development activities.
Mr. Facilitator
We believe that the Secretariat needs to be reformed and strengthened. However, our preference is that the reform of the Secretariat should compliment the reforms in the organization as a whole. We welcome the ongoing efforts of the Secretary-General to increase the accountability and enhance the quality and professionalism of the staff of the United Nations. We also believe that the efforts to increase the accountability of the Secretariat and strengthen the independence of the internal oversight bodies should ideally take place within the context of the review of the governance structures and principles requested in General Assembly resolutions 57/278 and 59/264.
Mr. Facilitator
The fact that in the year 2005 our Charter still contains clauses referring to "enemy States" is further proof of the importance of this reform process. The General Assembly has long ago decided that this language no longer applies and we believe it should be removed.
Finally, Mr. Facilitator, once again we believe that the time has come for Member States to take serious decisions. The Secretary-General through his own report, and those of the Panels that he has set up - the Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change and the Sachs Report - has already given us his thinking on what needs to be done. The whole issue of the reform of the United Nations now belongs to us the Member States. We cannot resort to new attempts at prolonging the decision-making by trying to seek consensus where none is required, or may not even exist.
Some of these actions such as the reform of the Security Council are mandated by the Charter to be carried out by Member States exercising their sovereign and democratic right to vote by a margin of no less than two thirds. Others may indeed be possible through a consensus being reached among various Member States. However, whatever the method we choose, we must act in time to allow our Heads of State and Government to pronounce themselves on concrete issues on the development and security agenda when they come to New York in September 2005. We believe this is the least that the world expects from us.
I thank you.
  
