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...

Q: What is your reaction to the recent events in Iran? 

SG: You are talking about the nuclear development? I am extremely concerned about it and in fact we discussed it very briefly also at lunch. I have been on the line several times with Mr. [Mohamed] ElBaradei and today I had a forty-minute conversation with Mr. [Ali] Larijani, the Iranian negotiator of the nuclear issue. Basically, I called him to urge him to avoid any escalation, to exercise restraint, to go back and give the negotiations a chance, and that the only viable solution lies in a negotiated one. He in turn affirmed to me that they are interested in serious and constructive negotiations, but within a time frame, indicating that the last time they did it for two and a half years and no result, but [he] did indicate they were also interested in negotiations and they were serious about it. 

...

Q: Mr. Secretary-General, on Iran, can you elaborate on who he wanted negotiations with, if it's the EU3 and whether they had any intention of putting the seals back on, that they took off the other day? And on Sudan, on Darfur, it seems everything has been discussed in detail but rehatting the African Union, combining it with the UN peacekeeping force. If that's not going to happen, it looks like you are just going around the same circle for the last year. Is that going to happen? 

SG: On your first question, yes, the negotiations relate to the EU3. And as I said they indicated they are serious about going back to the table. 

...

Q: Back to Iran please. Given your conversation with the Iranians, do you foresee any possible role for you to play as a possible go-between, and are you indicating that perhaps it is too early for the IAEA to refer the Iranian dispute to the Security Council? 

SG: First of all, I think we should try and resolve it, if possible, in the IAEA context. [Mohamed] ElBaradei is working with the parties, doing his best to try and resolve it there. Once that process is exhausted, it may end up in the [Security] Council and then I would leave it to the Council, to decide what to do, if it were to come here. I wouldn't want to preempt them. 

I have been talking to all the parties, doing whatever I can to encourage a negotiated settlement and really keeping people at the table and trying to discourage escalation, and I will continue to do that. My good offices are always available; if I need to do more, and the parties so wish, I will do it. 

...

