Statement by Ambassador DS Kumalo during the Informal Consultations of the General Assembly on the Report of the Secretary-General "In Larger Freedom: Towards Security Development And Human Rights For All" 

Mr. President
We wish to thank you for organizing this meeting to present our initial reactions to the Report of the Secretary-General entitled "In Larger Freedom: Towards Security, Development and Human Rights for All".
In this regard, we also wish to thank the Secretary-General for his report, which provides a guide on the many important issues that will be considered at the High-Level Summit to Review the Millennium Declaration and the Implementation of the Millennium Development Goals scheduled for September 2005.
At the same time we wish to associate ourselves with the statements made by the Delegation of Malaysia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement, the Delegation of Jamaica on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, and the Delegation of Malawi on behalf of the African Group.
Mr. President
We came to this meeting strengthened by the collective and detailed decisions that the African Union has taken on many of the issues reflected in the Secretary-General's report. These decisions are contained in the Ezulwini Consensus adopted at the meeting of the Executive Council of the African Union held in Addis Ababa on 7 and 8 March 2005.
Prior to the release of the Secretary-General's report, a delegation made up of the Foreign Minister of Ghana, the Foreign Minister of Nigeria and former President Konare, Chairman of the African Union Commission came to New York to present the Secretary-General with a copy of the Ezulwini Consensus.
The Ezulwini Consensus is comprehensive in its response thereby making our task easy in reiterating and recommitting to the position that Africa has already taken on the issues before us. However, for the purposes of this meeting, we would like to comment on some of the issues of special interest to my delegation.
Mr. President
We are pleased that the Secretary-General's report has recognized the importance of development as one of the pillars of a new collective security system. We concur with the report when it states that the world has the resources to reduce dramatically the divide that continues to persist between the rich and the poor. In fact, Professor Jeffrey Sachs in the Millennium Project report showed that if donor countries could disburse the pledges already made at the major international conferences and summits of the past decade toward supporting development, the Millennium Development Goals can be achieved.
The Secretary-General has also come out in support of the development agenda much to our appreciation.
In the Millennium Declaration it is recognized that the international financial and trading institutions and systems are central in the creation of an environment that is conducive to development and the elimination of poverty. These international financial and trading institutions occupy an important place as they provide resources for development and are also important actors in policy formulation. Together with the rest of the United Nations system, they will also need to provide assistance to developing countries that seek to elaborate the proposed MDG-based development strategies. We believe that these institutions should enhance their support for all efforts by developing countries aimed at achieving the MDGs.
As we seek to strengthen development cooperation, we also wish to emphasize the importance of the reform of these international financial and trading institutions in order to ensure transparency and to give developing countries a bigger role in policy formulation and rule making.
A global breakthrough on international trade is important for the achievement of the MDGs and this requires that progress be made in the Doha Development Round. Market access, in particular in agriculture would provide critical resources needed by developing countries to support development. Addressing the supply-side constraints, including capacity building, would also enable developing countries to earn improvement of their competitiveness and productive capacities.
Mr. President
As we have stated before, we would expect the Millennium Review Summit to focus on the Special Needs of Africa that were recognized in the Millennium Declaration. In the Millennium Declaration, the international community resolved to take special measures to address the challenges in Africa of poverty eradication and sustainable development, including debt cancellation, improve market access, enhanced ODA and increased flows of Foreign Direct Investments, as well as the transfers of technology.
In his report, the Secretary-General recognizes that Sub-Sahara Africa continues to be the epicenter of the development crisis and falls seriously short of achieving the Millennium Development Goals. We wish to urge the international community to support NEPAD which is the sustainable development framework for Africa and which has already been adopted by this august body as the framework for the organization's engagement with the continent. We also wish to highlight the importance of direct support for regional cooperation, in particular for regional infrastructure projects, as proposed by the Millennium Project.
We also welcome the focus by the Secretary-General on HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases. In addressing these diseases the international community should support a comprehensive approach that also focuses on the development of the overall health infrastructures in developing countries. We are also pleased that the report has highlighted the importance of gender equality and access to sexual and reproductive health services as a critical component of women's empowerment.
Mr. President
We welcome the expanded proposals of the Secretary-General regarding the establishment of the Peacebuilding Commission and a Peacebuilding Support Office to assist countries emerging from conflict. We believe that the new details on the Peacebuilding Commission contained in the Secretary-General's report will enrich further discussions with other delegations on the modalities for the establishment of this body. We appreciate that the Secretary-General will provide even more details on this Commission in the coming days. We have always believed that the Peacebuilding Commission has an important role in assisting countries emerging from conflict develop a comprehensive and long-term approach toward building conditions for peaceful existence.
We also support the Secretary-General's call for a stronger relationship between the UN and regional organizations.
In conclusion, we wish to recall that in the Ezulwini Consensus, the African Union has highlighted the strengthening of the main organs of the United Nations. Regarding the General Assembly, the African Union believes that it must be strengthened to play its proper role as the most representative and democratic body within the UN system. The inter-governmental nature of the General Assembly should be reserved to ensure that it remains essentially a forum of inter-governmental dialogue. The African Union further believes that there is a need to improve on the balance of competence or relationship between the General Assembly and the Security Council.
We believe that ECOSOC should be strengthened in order to fulfil its role as the central mechanism for coordination of the activities of the UN system and its specialized agencies to enable it to play a pivotal role in furthering the achievement of the MDGs.
On the matter of the reform and enlargement of the Security Council, Africa has expressed its preference to have not less than two permanent seats and five rotating non-permanent seats. The African Union has clearly stated that its seeks permanent seats that are truly permanent, that is, no different from the existing five permanent seats, and enjoying the same prerogatives and privileges, including the right of veto. We are encouraged that the Secretary-General has implored Member States to take a decision on the important issue of the reform of the Security Council before September. We in Africa are ready to engage with other delegations on this matter.
I thank you.

