MR. MEKDAD (SYRIA):  Madam President, the Middle East region is witnessing radical and important events and developments aimed at changing the political, cultural and human character of the region and to redraw its map.  Some quarters believe that these events will be more respondent to the new functions and tasks in the region in a manner that serves the strategic interests of some foreign forces; namely Israel.

This feverish approach to rearrange the region against the aspirations of its peoples and through concepts that can only evoke rejection, such as the concept of constructive chaos.  

The Middle East is entering a new and serious stage that is characterized by lack of security, the spread of terrorism, destructive chaos and lack of stability.  This political environment has cast a long shadow on all aspects of life and prevented the use of some promising opportunities, rather to further complication and tension in a region that requires an intensified effort by the international community, particularly the United Nations system for the realization of comprehensive and just peace and to assist the region to realize its development and progress.

Madam President, the Middle East region is the only region in the world and has been so for many centuries, more subject to outside interference, to unjust attacks and to falsification of the truth and the use of force against the people, preventing them from realizing their aspirations to freedom and progress.

The Israeli -- the continued Israeli occupation of Palestine and the Syrian Golan since 1967 represent a flagrant challenge to international law and a complete disregard to the principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition of land by force, and a way to go around the resolutions of the international legitimacy and the peace process that started in Madrid in 1991, which has been completely made ineffectual by the Israeli government that rejects peace, its framework, and continues to implement its policies of killing, assassination, state terror and destruction.

This situation is not only a situation that threatens international peace and security and international law in the Middle East only, but in the world in its entirety.  There must be an end to this aggression and occupation by Israel of Arab territories.

Madam President, since Israel occupied the Syrian Arab Golan, it has used all means to change the land and remove the character of its peoples and their sense of belonging.  It has expelled them by force from their land, towns, villages and farms.  It has utilized all its possibilities in order to implant settlements and bring settlers from all parts of the world at the expense of the people of the Syrian Golan who have been deprived from their freedoms and the basic humanitarian -- human rights.

There are approximately half a million displaced Syrians living outside their villages and cities, having been expelled by Israel by force since 1967.  Every elder, every woman, every child that has been expelled look forward to the day when their land is liberated so that they can go back to their villages and exercise their rights guaranteed by international legitimacy and the resolutions of the United Nations. 

If Israel believes that the settlers and the settlements, together with the laws of annexation will guarantee its complete control of the Golan, it must be mistaken, particularly since it knows full well that it will withdraw those settlers sooner or later and that it will demolish those settlements sooner or later.

Israel had not stopped at that.  It had also attempted to annex the Golan and to impose its laws and its legal and administrative jurisdiction on it.  It has practiced every form of racial discrimination, of pressure, of terror of suppression in order to impose the Israeli identity on the population, and in spite of the rejection by the international community and the Security Council of this annexation and its consideration as null and void and without any legal value by virtue of resolution 497 of the Security Council, Israel continues to refuse the implementation of that resolution 497 and continues its occupation of the Golan in violation of the rights of its inhabitants and in total disregard of United Nations-relevant resolutions, the principles of the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 and the fourth Geneva Convention.

In this context, and contrary to its legal obligations by international law, Israel over the past years has built 44 settlements in the Golan and seeks to increase the number of the settlers to reach 150,000 within the next two years, which means that any Israeli talk about peace is misleading to you, to the international community, a challenge to its resolutions and a falsification of its will.

Madam President, the Special Committee on Investigating Israeli Practices in the Occupied Arab Territories has prepared a list of the violations committed by Israel without deterrent in the Syrian Golan, including Israel's continued detention of large numbers of Arab-Syrian citizens and their detainment in its prisons, it's continued burial of nuclear waste in the Golan, it's control of the waters of the Golan and depriving the Syrian-Arab citizens from that water. 

Israeli, the occupying power, imposes unjust taxes on the Syrian Arabs, and very high fees on those who require medical care in medical centers in the Golan.  The suffering of the Syrians in the occupied Golan because of the Israeli army's burial of many land mines along a line of villages and towns, has caused -- is a great suffering and these mines have caused a great number of deaths and injuries.

This is all well known to the international public opinion, and we would like to call for an immediate interference in order to put an end to this killing -- Israeli killing machine.  

In order to prove Israel's violations of the most basic human rights, I would like to note the statement made by the families of Arab-Syrian detainees of the occupied Golan a few days ago, in which they called upon all human rights and international organizations to work seriously to put an end to all these Israeli violations against the population.

It has also stated that more than 21 of the young people from the Golan were detained without any crime except defending their dignity and the freedom of their people.  It has also noted the medical negligence and the failure by Israeli authorities to provide the necessary medical care and its commission of violations against them such as beatings, suppression, deprivation from books and visits.  It has also mentioned the grave deterioration in the health status of [inaudible] and his brother [inaudible] and the prisoner [inaudible]. It has also provided information that testifies to the fact that the martyr, [inaudible], died of cancer inside Israeli detentions.  

Madam President, what truly threatens the Middle East also is Israel's possession of a huge arsenal of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, which represents another element of instability in the Middle East and a threat to the future of its people.  

At a time when all countries of the region without exception have acceded to the nonproliferation treaty, Israel remains the only party which has not joined that convention.  

On the other hand, Syria and all other brotherly Arab countries were among the first countries calling for the declaration of the Middle East region free from weapons of mass destruction and has seriously worked for the realization of that objective through its submission of a draft resolution to the Security Council near the end of 2003.  Regrettably, the Security Council, and for well known reasons, have not been able to adopt the resolution until this moment.  

In spite of all the noise we hear about the necessity of putting an end to atomic, peaceful programs by other parties, why should Israel be the exception?  Why should Israel be the exception?

Madam President, Syria has repeatedly declared its full commitment to just and comprehensive peace.  It still demands Israel to withdraw from all -- it has always demanded Israel to withdraw from occupied Arab territories since 1967.  It has called for the guaranteeing of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, including its right to build its own independent state on its own land with Jerusalem as its capital based on the resolutions of international legitimacy, the Arab peace initiative and Israel's withdrawal from the Lebanese Shabaa Farms.

Syria would like to reiterate that the items on the Arab/Israeli conflict on the agenda of the General Assembly are still as valid as they have been through these past years.  We do not accept the logic by some, who are very few, that says that these items should be reviewed and some of them should be dropped, particularly since Israel continues to occupy Arab territories.

We have always said that Israel does not implement the resolutions because it's not being pressured to do so.  As long as Israel refuses to resume the peace talks within the framework of the peace process in the Middle East, we believe that no such revision should be done.  It is the duty of all states to bring pressure on Israel to put an end to its occupation of Arab territories and to put an end to its practices condemned by the United Nations, instead of, regrettably, of calling for the elimination of items regarding the question of Palestine and the Middle East.  
Syria's position has always been characterized by its commitment to peace and its framework.  It has always been honest and genuine.  We look forward to the member states of the United Nations to show great support and to respond to the implementation of United Nations -- of relevant United Nations resolutions including -- in a way that leads to a full Israeli withdrawal from the Golan and the occupied Palestinian territories to the line of 4 June 1967 and from the Lebanese Shabaa Farms.  

While we renew our commitment to international legitimacy and its resolutions, we call for the implementation of all resolutions without discrimination and without selectivity.

Scores of resolutions were adopted by the Security Council and they should all be implemented in accordance with Article 25 of the Charter of the United States.  

It might be useful to know that many Arab citizens in their countries always wonder when the United Nations or the international community are mentioned, why some resolutions are implemented and other resolutions are not.  That is the question.  Thank you.

