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MADAME CHAIR:  Distinguished delegates, I’ve been informed that the representative of Israel would like to make a statement in exercise of the right of reply on Rule 45 of the Rules of Procedure of the Functional Commissions of the Economic and Social Council.  I should like to remind delegations that in accordance with past practice, the number of interventions in exercise of the right of reply at a given meeting should be limited to two-part [inaudible].  The first intervention should be limited to five minutes and the second intervention should be limited to three minutes.  I now give the floor to the representative of Israel.  You have the floor.
SPEAKING IN THE BACKGROUND: Microphone for the Speaker please.
ISRAEL REPRESENTATIVE:  I would like to thank you for enabling us the opportunity to address this honorable fora again.  Two Israelis were killed and at least sixteen were injured in a suicide bombing attack at a crowded bus stop in the French Hill neighborhood of Jerusalem.  The bomber, Zeinab Abu Salem, was an 18-year-old Palestinian girl.  
Two people were killed and 22 wounded in a suicide bombing attack at a supermarket in Jerusalem Kiryat Hayovel neighborhood.  The bomber, Ayat Akhras, was an 18-year-old Palestinian girl.  
Four Israelis and two Chinese workers were killed and sixteen wounded in a suicide bombing attack in Jerusalem Mahane Yehuda market.  The bomber again was a 21-year-old Palestinian woman.  

As an Israeli woman, a daughter, a mother, a sister of Israeli women, I identify with the desire of Palestinian women for a peaceful and prosperous life for them and for their children.  However, let us not forget that this desire is shared and this is the right of Israeli women as well as of Palestinian women.  

Since the current campaign of Palestinian terrorism was launched in September 2000, at least eight women have carried out suicide terrorist attacks against Israeli targets.  As a result of these suicide terrorist attacks, more than 40 Israelis have been killed and approximately 300 wounded.  

Since September 2000, more than 50 women have been arrested by security forces who had to carry out suicide terrorist attacks or aid in their execution.  Because of the security procedures which my colleague decries, Israeli security forces have arrested scores of Palestinian women intent on carrying out suicide bombing attacks and have thus prevented the murder of many civilians.  
Last July, for example, Israeli security forces managed to apprehend a woman who had attempted to exploit a medical visa to carry out a suicide bombing at the very hospital in which she was receiving treatment.  

The Palestinian terrorists operate within the civilian population and many times under its protection.  This reality necessitates certain limitations on the movement of persons and the cargo in Judea and Samaria and the Gaza Strip as well as between these areas and Israel.  

The IDF, the Israeli army, is well aware of the humanitarian necessities of the civilian population in Judea and Samaria and the Gaza Strip and makes every possible effort to alleviate the difficulties imposed upon the Palestinian population that is not involved in terrorism in order to enable it to resume its regular way of life.  Specific emphasis is given to the respect of freedom of movement before ambulances, medical crews and those in need of medical care.  Unfortunately, there have been documented cases of Palestinians abusing the neutrality of ambulances and medical facilities for terrorist purposes.
On March 26, 2002, a Tanzim operative was detained at an IDF roadblock near Ramah Bridge south of Ramallah.  Ahmed Jibril worked as an ambulance driver for the Palestinian Red Crescent Society.  He was arrested while driving an ambulance belonging to the Palestinian Red Crescent Society.  In this ambulance were, beside the driver, a woman and three children (age six months, 3 and 4 years old).  The explosive belt that was found in the ambulance containing approximately 10 kilograms of explosive materials was hidden under the mattress of the stretcher on which of the children – one of the children was lying.  

Wafa Idriss, a PRCS employee, perpetrated a suicide bombing on Jaffa Street in Jerusalem in January 2002.  She was dispatched again by a PRCS ambulance driver who was also a Tanzim operative.  
Many attacks have been carried out on checkpoints.  Such was the case of Reem Salih al-Rayasha, who perpetrated a suicide bombing attack at the Erez Workers Terminal in the Gaza Strip on the 14th of January 2004.  Rayasha claimed to suffer from pain in her leg.  The soldiers believed her and let her come near.  After she went through the metal detector which gave positive signs and was told to wait, al-Rayasha exploded near the soldiers.  Four soldiers were killed in the attack and ten others were wounded as were seven Palestinians standing nearby.  The soldiers had information about a possible attack by a woman terrorist coming from Gaza but, because of their merciful behavior, weren’t careful enough and paid with their lives and the life of innocent civilians.  
On 22 October 2005, IDF arrested in Nablus five wanted men, one of whom had concealed the grenade in their infant son’s blanket.  Many times women make cynical use of the sensations of empathy and trust they create in order to act as a tool in the hands of terrorist organizations.  

I would also like to address my colleague’s claim that Israeli military personnel have actually abused Palestinian women.  This allegation is not based on any supportive evidence, any tangible source, statistic or data of any kind and does not cite any single case that has been raised.  As a Democratic country we have severe punitive legislation against sexual offenses as well as specific and strict rules and procedures for military personnel engagement with civilian populations.  

To finish the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs is sponsoring a series of seminars to create dialogue between Israeli and Palestinian women in order to identify strategies and resources to educate for a culture of peace.  

Madame Chair, women have the role of bringing peace and life, not fundamentalism and terrorism.  On this occasion, while we are all participating –

MADAME CHAIR:   I thank the representative of – I have to interrupt you this moment.  I thank the representative of Israel.  
I recognize that the representative of Palestine would like to make a statement in the exercise of the right of reply.  I now give the floor to the representative of Palestine.  You have the floor.
PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVE:  Thank you, Madame Chair.  I am taking the floor to exercise my right of reply to the comments just made by the Israeli representative.  
First of all, it seems apparent to me that I must again repeat, as we do, on a continuous basis that after hearing the statement by the Israeli delegate, that Israel must be reminded that it is an occupying power.  And that it exists as such in the occupied Palestinian Territory including East Jerusalem.  This is the frame of reference.  This is the context in which everything that has occurred and is occurring must be viewed.  

The origin and root cause of all the problems that are in – that arise have arisen for over the past 38 years is the existence of this occupation.  It has become an occupation that has been transformed into a violent and brutal form of colonialism, negating the right and the very existence of the Palestinian people.  This is the fact and any attempt by the occupying power to distort this must be rejected by anyone who respects the provisions of international law, including international humanitarian law.  On our part, we will never allow the occupying power to represent the facts.

Having said all that, we have continuously condemned the loss of innocent lives, including those through the contemptible acts of suicide bombing on both sides.  But the real problem to me seems that Israel has never done the same.  I wait to hear the condemnation by Israel against the killing of innocent Palestinian civilians, including women and children at the hands of the occupying forces – forces who receive their direct orders from the highest authorities of the Israeli government.  

I dare to ask the Israeli delegate whether or not the Palestinians are allowed any right to security.  Madame Chair, even more telling are the facts and fights on the ground before our eyes, which speak in horrific detail about the extent of death, injury, destruction and suffering inflicted on the Palestinian people.  In this regard, mothers and infants and children should not be killed in their homes by tank or helicopter missile fire.  They should not be allowed to die during childbirth at checkpoints.  They should not be suffering from malnutrition and anemia because they are prevented from having normal access to food supply, clean and safe drinking water and proper medical care.  They should not be made homeless and destitute as their homes and shelters are wantonly destroyed.  They should not have to continue to mourn the loss of their fathers, husbands, sons, daughters, sisters and mothers.  Yet this is the reality.  This is the world they live in.  
In this regard, any Israeli claims that they have taken humanitarian measures, as we have just heard by the Israeli delegate, toward the Palestinian people – I shouldn’t have to remind anybody that nothing is humanitarian about a military occupation of a civilian population.  The nearly 3,800 Palestinians killed and more than 45,000 people who have been injured by the Israeli occupying forces just in the past five years have – starkly refute such empty and false claims.  

Madame Chair, if Israel is really concerned about its own people and that of the Palestinian people and its women, they must admit that there has [sic] been so many innocent lives lost because of its 38-year occupation and because of its refusal to abide by international law, and heed to [sic] the calls by the international community to do so. It is high time for the Israeli government to end its occupation and to finally allow the Palestinian people to live in freedom, peace and security.  

Thank you, Madam Chair.  
[APPLAUSE]

MADAME CHAIR:  Distinguished delegates, we’ve heard the last speaker for this morning.  We have thus concluded our general discussion of agenda item 3 entitled “Follow up to the Fourth World Conference on Women” and to the special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women in 2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace for the 21st Century.”  I give the floor to the Secretary to make announcements.
…
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