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Statement by Sir Emyr Jones Parry, Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom Mission of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the UN, 19 April 2005 
Mr President, 

The United Kingdom welcomes the statement made by Luxembourg on behalf of the European Union. 

Responsibility to Protect 

The United Kingdom strongly supports “the responsibility to protect” as a basis for collective action against genocide, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity. Of course, responsibility must lie primarily with the individual State to protect its own population. But if national authorities are unwilling or unable to do so, the international community can and should act. Invoking the principle of non-interference in Article 2.7 of the Charter will offer nothing to the victims of atrocities in Darfur or another Rwanda situation. We have diplomatic and humanitarian tools at our disposal. And where necessary, the Security Council may and should decide on enforcement action to help protect civilian populations. If we do not shoulder this responsibility to protect, who will? Our societies – rightly – expect nothing less from us. 

Rule of Law 

The Rule of Law is not an abstract concept. It is the manifestation of good government, the hallmark of a civilised society. It is the state of affairs in which all of society – individual, groups, the military, police, and government itself – are subject to predictable, published, democratically-determined, fairly enforced rules and laws. It is a bulwark against conflict and chaos. It is the rule of law that protects the weak and the vulnerable. 

As the Secretary-General has acknowledged, the United Nations response has to date been too piecemeal and lacking in co-ordination. We need to implement rapidly the comprehensive strategy for rule of law set out in the Secretary-General’s August 2004 report. “In Larger Freedom” recognises this, and tackles it head on. 

We strongly support a dedicated Rule of Law Assistance Unit with the necessary resources to do its job. It is crucial that best practice, guidelines, rosters of experts, etc are developed centrally and mainstreamed to all parts of the UN system. These are exactly the functions that the Unit could most valuably perform. The UN needs to be able to help build effective national legal and judicial institutions, essential if Rule of Law is to be sustained. 

Justice builds on the Rule of Law and makes a civilised society work. It is the protection and vindication of rights and the punishment of wrongdoing, by processes which are transparently fair and which respect the interests of the victim, the accused and society as a whole. Without the Rule of Law, without justice, what chance of social order? This is particularly true in societies emerging from conflict. Without law, there can be no safety or security for individuals. Decision making will be arbitrary and corrupt; the weak and poor will suffer. Put simply, the Rule of Law implies a democratic state, in turn making conflict, internal and external, less likely. Hence the importance of proposals to develop the UN’s effort to promote democracy and establish a Democracy Fund. 

Justice for the victims of war crimes and human rights abuses is essential to re-establish the Rule of Law. We strongly the support the Secretary-General’s recommendations on tackling impunity and on the role of Tribunals. It is also vital that we strengthen the role of the International Court of Justice, which the United Kingdom has always strongly supported. We therefore encourage States to accept its jurisdiction, both under the Optional Clause and through general and special agreements. 

Human rights 

In 1945, signatories to the UN Charter recognised human rights as fundamental to the purposes of the United Nations and to our collective efforts to build a better world. They remain one of the core principles upon which our work is based. But 60 years on, the situation of human rights around the world gives cause for grave concern. There is still much to do to improve the UN's capacity to promote and protect human rights for all. 

The Secretary-General reaffirmed in the clearest possible terms the triptych of development, security and human rights. We agree. Economic and political development is needed to build peaceful, prosperous societies and to discourage new generations of terrorists and proliferators. Fragile states will not be safe without successful international action to promote democracy and the rule of law, and to tackle crime, corruption and drugs, and in turn then create conditions for investment, growth, infrastructure and development. 

The UK believes that political and economic rights must be advanced together. Neither is an alternative to the other. Human rights do not exist in a vacuum. They are a contract between states and their citizens, guaranteeing not just freedom from oppression but also giving them freedom of opportunity. In ratifying the international human rights instruments, states commit themselves to provide a basic standard of living to their citizens as well as to promote and protect their basic freedoms. 

We welcome the bold ideas presented by the Secretary-General for strengthening the UN's capacity to further human rights. He pinpointed the credibility problem facing the UN human rights machinery. Institutional reform is vital. But this must be complemented by a more comprehensive overhaul of the UN's approach to human rights issues . 

We need to build on the Secretary-General’s proposals and move – once and for all - from an era of standard-setting to an era of implementation. We must also give the High Commissioner for Human Rights the means and resources to carry out her vital mandate, and involve her more in the work of the Security Council. Deterioration of human rights situations is all too often an early warning of instability and violent conflict. 

Ending poverty and attaining the Millennium Development Goals will only be possible if states do not abuse power or act corruptly; if individuals are not arbitrarily discriminated against when they go to a health centre or attend school; and if individuals ultimately have the right to choose how they are governed. Hence the importance of the September Summit reuniting our countries around a global compact on the inter-relationship of security, development and a comprehensive concept of rights. 

Mr President, that is why the Secretary-General’s report deserves to be supported by all of us. The stakes are indeed high. The proposals within the “Freedom to Live in Dignity” are essential building blocks, not just for a successful Summit and reprioritising the activities of the United Nations. They are also the key to securing a better future for millions of our fellow citizens. 

