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	September 13, 2005
	FINAL OUTCOME DOCUMENT

IV. Human rights and the rule of law

119. We recommit ourselves to actively protect and promote all human rights, the rule of law and

democracy, and recognize that they are interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that they belong

to universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations, and call upon all parts of the United Nations to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with their mandates.

Democracy

135. We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value based on the freely expressed will of people to

determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives. We also reaffirm that while democracies share common features, there is no single model of democracy, that it does not belong to any country or region, and reaffirm the necessity of due respect for sovereignty and the right for self-determination. We stress that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

136. We renew our commitment to support democracy by strengthening countries' capacities to implement the principles and practices of democracy and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States upon their request. We welcome the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations. We note the advisory board to be established should reflect diverse geographical representation. We invite the Secretary-General to help ensure that practical arrangements for the Democracy Fund take proper account of existing UN activity in this field.

137. We invite interested Member States to give serious consideration to contributing to it.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/ping_sept_13.pdf 
	
	

	September 12, 2005, 12:30 p.m.
	DRAFT CIRCULATED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

IV Human rights and the rule of law

108. We recommit ourselves to actively protect and promote all human rights, the rule of law and democracy, and recognize that they are interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that they belong to universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations, and call upon all parts of the United Nations to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with their mandates.

108bis. We reaffirm the solemn commitment of our States to fulfil their obligations to promote universal respect for, and observance and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all in accordance with the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other instruments relating to human rights and international law. The universal nature of these rights and freedoms is beyond question.
Democracy

123. We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value based on the freely expressed will of people to

determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives. We also reaffirm that while democracies share common features, there is no single model of democracy, that it does not belong to any country or region, and reaffirm the necessity of due

respect for sovereignty and the right for self-determination. We stress that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

124. We renew our commitment to support democracy by strengthening countries' capacities to implement the principles and practices of democracy and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States upon their request. We welcome the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations. We note the advisory board to be established should reflect diverse geographical representation. We invite the Secretary-General to help ensure that practical arrangements for the Democracy Fund take proper account of existing UN activity in this field.

125. We invite interested Member States to give serious consideration to contributing to it.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/ping_sept_12_1230_pm.pdf 
	
	

	September 12, 2005, 8:00 a.m.
	DRAFT CIRCULATED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

IV. Human rights and the rule of Law

108. We recommit ourselves to actively protect and promote all human rights, the rule of law and

democracy, and recognize that they are interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that they belong to

universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations, and call upon all parts of the United Nations to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with their mandates.

Democracy

123. We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value based on the-freely expressed will of people to

determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives. We also reaffirm that while democracies share common features, there is no single

model of democracy, that it does not belong to any country or region, and reaffirm the necessity of due respect for sovereignty and the right for self-determination. We stress that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

124. We renew our commitment to support democracy by strengthening countries' capacities to implement the principles and practices of democracy and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States upon their request. We welcome the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations. We note the advisory board to be established should reflect diverse geographical representation. We invite the Secretary-General to help ensure that practical arrangements for the Democracy Fund take proper account of existing UN activity in this field.

125. We invite interested Member States to give serious consideration to contributing to it.

Cooperation between the United Nations and parliaments

159. [Recognizing the important role played by parliaments and generally by elected

representatives, we call for closer cooperation between the United Nations and national and

regional parliaments, including through the Inter-Parliamentary Union, with a view to furthering

all aspects of the Millennium Declaration and ensuring the effective implementation of UN reform.]

159 alt. We call for strengthened cooperation between the United Nations and national and regional parliaments through their world organization, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, in various fields, including: peace and security, economic and social development, international law and human rights, democracy and

gender issues.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/dod_12sept05_rev2.pdf 
	
	

	September 6, 2005
	DRAFT CIRCULATED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Domestic Resource Mobilization

24. We stress the need to maximize the use of domestic resources for development and recognize the need for access to financial services, in particular for the poorest, including through microfinance and microcredit.

{Separate para on microcredit proposed.}

[25. In our common pursuit of growth, poverty eradication and sustainable development, a critical challenge is to ensure the necessary internal conditions for mobilizing domestic saving, both public and private, sustaining adequate levels of productive investment and increasing human capacity. We therefore resolve to:

i. Promote macroeconomic policies that promote sustainable development;

implement transparent, predictable and credible government economic policies;

promote sound public finance management and fight corruption and money

laundering;

ii. Implement the necessary policy frameworks to promote market efficiency, control wasteful spending, consolidate democracy and encourage private financial flows;

...
IV. Human rights and the rule of law

108. We recommit ourselves to actively protect and promote all human rights, the rule of law and democracy, and recognize that they are interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that they belong to universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations, and call upon all parts of the United Nations to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with their mandates.

108 bis. We reaffirm the solemn commitment of our States to fulfil their obligations to

promote universal respect for, and observance and protection of all human rights and

fundamental freedoms for all in accordance with the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other instruments relating to human rights and international law.  The universal nature of these rights and freedoms is beyond question.

Democracy

123. We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value based on the freely expressed will of people to determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives. We also reaffirm that while democracies share common features, there is no single model of democracy, that it does not belong to any country or region, and reaffirm the necessity of due respect for sovereignty and the right for self-determination. We stress that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. [We encourage the United Nations to continue to advance democratic principles and strengthen democratic institutions as a key component to supporting development, peacemaking, and building a more safe and secure world.]

124. We renew our commitment to support democracy by strengthening countries' capacities

to implement the principles and practices of democracy and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States upon their request. We [welcome]
[take note of] the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations and invite the Secretary-General to establish a [geographically balanced] advisory board to provide policy

guidance [and to help ensure that practical arrangements for the Democracy Fund take

proper account of existing UN activity in this field.]

125. [We support the Secretary-General's establishment of a United Nations Democracy Fund and invite Member States to give serious consideration to it.]

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/draft_outcome_september_6.pdf 
	
	

	September 1, 2005
	
	Non-Aligned Movement

Democracy

115. We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value, implying based on the freely expressed will of peoples to express and determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives. We also reaffirm that while democracies share common features, there is no single model of democracy, that it does not belong to any country or region and that education in human rights and democracy is essential for participation in the democratic process and governance. We stress that democracy, development and respect for

all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/nam_proposed_changes_9-1-05.pdf 
	

	August 17, 2005
	
	
	United States

Global Partnership for Development

...
· Establish and strengthen inclusive systems of democratic governance that secure civil and political liberties.

IV. Human Rights and the Rule of Law
98. We recommit ourselves to actively protect and promote human rights, the rule of law and democracy, and recognize that they are interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that they constitute together universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations, and call upon all parts of the United Nations system to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms.

...
Democracy

114.  We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value that represents the natural aspirations of all people [deleted: implying the freely expressed will of peoples] to express and determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems.  We also reaffirm that while democracies share common features, there is no single model of democracy and it does not belong to any country or region, and that education in human rights and democracy is essential for participation in the democratic process and governance.  We stress that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

114 bis. We reaffirm Secretary-General Annan’s statement made at the first ministerial meeting of the community of Democracies in June 2000 that “when the United Nations can truly call itself a community of democracies, the Charter’s noble ideals of protecting human rights and promoting “social progress in larger freedoms” will have been brought much closer.”  In that spirit, we support the United Nations’ efforts through various bodies including the UN Development Program, Electoral Assistance Division of the Department of Political Affairs, and other bodies, to promote good governments, the rule of law, transparency, and anti-corruption efforts.  We encourage the United nations to continue to advance democratic principles and strengthen democratic institutions as a key component to supporting development, peacemaking, and building a more safe and secure world.

We recognize that increasing the number of democratic nations and supporting the development and strengthening of emerging democracies helps to build a safer world in which individuals, women and men equally, can live freely and in an environment of peace, stability, and well-being characterized by respect for the rule of law.  To that end, we commit to supporting processes of transition to democracy, to strengthening of institutions and democratic processes, at the national, regional and international levels and to working in partnership with those promoting democracy including civil society.

115. We renew our commitment to actively promote [deleted: support] democracy [deleted: at the national, regional and international levels;] by strengthening countries’ capacities to implement the principles and practices of democracy [deleted: support] democracy [deleted: at the national, regional and international levels;] and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States, transitioning to democracy [deleted: upon their request].  We welcome the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations and invite the Secretary-General to establish an advisory board to provide policy guidance.

116. We support the Secretary-General’s establishment of a United nations Democracy Fund and invite Member States to contribute to the Democracy Fund

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/us_amendments_to_outcome_doc.pdf 

	August 10, 2005
	DRAFT CIRCULATED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

IV.
Human rights and the rule of law 
100.
We recommit ourselves to protect and promote human rights, the rule of law and democracy, recognize that they are interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that they constitute together universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations and call upon the entire United Nations system to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Democracy
115.
We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value, implying the will of peoples to express and determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems. We also reaffirm that while democracies share common features, there is no single model of democracy, that it does not belong to any country or region and that education in human rights and democracy is essential for participation in the democratic process and governance. We stress that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

116.
We renew our commitment to support democracy at the national, regional and international levels by strengthening countries’ capacities to implement the principles and practices of democracy at the national, regional and international levels, and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States upon their request. We welcome the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations and invite the Secretary-General to establish an advisory board to provide policy guidance.

117.
We invite Member States to contribute to the Democracy Fund.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/august_10th_reform_document_ping.doc 
	
	

	August 5, 2005
	DRAFT CIRCULATED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

IV. Human Rights and the Rule of Law

98. We recommit ourselves to protect and promote human rights, the rule of law and democracy, and recognize that they are interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that they constitute together universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations, and call upon all parts of the United Nations system to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Democracy

114. We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value, implying the freely expressed will of peoples to express and determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems. We also reaffirm that while democracies share common features, there is no single model of democracy and it does not belong to any country or region, and that education in human rights and democracy is essential for participation in the democratic process and governance. We stress that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

115. We renew our commitment to support democracy at the national, regional and international levels by strengthening countries’ capacities to implement the principles and

practices of democracy at the national, regional and international levels; and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States, upon their request.  We welcome the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations and invite the Secretary-General to establish an advisory board to provide policy guidance.

116. We invite Member States to contribute to the Democracy Fund.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/third_ping_document_august_5_2005.pdf 
	
	

	August 1, 2005
	
	Non-Aligned Movement
Thirdly, NAM has noted that the phrase "democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually

reinforcing" has been incorporated into the revised text. While welcoming the inclusion of this phrase NAM strongly reemphasises that it should continue with the phrase "and is based on the freely expressed will of the people to determine

their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives." In addition, NAM reiterates that there should be language to advance the reality that while all democracies share common features there is no one model of democracy.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/malaysia_human_rights_rule_of_law.pdf 
	Cuba
As for the aforementioned Fund for Democracy, it is not clear who would define which are the countries that could have access to the Fund to establish or strengthen their democracy and how they would do so. Would they start from the premise that democracy is based on the people's will, freely expressed, to determine its own political, economic, social and cultural system, and on its full participation in all aspects of life, as the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action established? Or a distorted and selective concept, which does not have the consensus of the Member States would be imposed?

The only way to support the sense of this proposal is by stressing the diverse character of the democratic processes and by clearly recognizing that democracy is based on the people's will, as reiterated by the Vienna Declaration. In this same regard, it should also be defined that any developing country can be recipient of that mechanism without certifications and conditionalities. 


	August 2005
	
	
	Cuba
114. We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value. Implying based on the freely expressed will of peoples to express and determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems.  We also reaffirm that while democracies share common features, there is no single model of democracy and it does not belong to any country or region, and that education in human rights and democracy is essential for participation in the democratic process and governance.  We stress that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

115. We renew our commitment to support democracy at the national, regional and international levels and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States upon their request.  We welcome take not of the proposal of the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations and we invite the Secretary-General to establish an advisory board to provide policy guidance to present to Member States his ideas for the functioning of the Fund and the Advisory Board for debate and approval among Member States so to provide policy guidance and funding guidelines.  (Note: the matters of establishment of the Fund will need to be further discussed by the General Assembly and adopted by its Members.

116. We invite Member States to contribute to the Democracy Fund.  (Not necessary in the context of the amendments to para 115)

	July 22, 2005
	DRAFT CIRCULATED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

IV.
Human rights and the rule of law 
97.
We recommit ourselves to protect and promote human rights, the rule of law and democracy, recognize that they constitute together universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations and that no security agenda or drive for development will be successful unless they are based on respect for human dignity and call upon all parts of the United Nations system to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Democracy
109.
We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value, implying the will of peoples to express and decide freely their own political system, that it does not belong to any country or region and that education in human rights and democracy is essential for participation in the democratic process and governance. We stress that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

110.
We renew our commitment to support democracy at the national, regional and international levels by strengthening countries’ capacities to implement the principles and practices of democracy at the national, regional and international levels and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States upon their request. We therefore welcome the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations and invite the Secretary-General to establish an advisory board to provide policy guidance.

111.
We invite Member States to contribute to the Democracy Fund.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/pings_july_2005_draft_on_un_reform_to_ga.doc 
	
	

	July 1, 2005
	
	
	Malaysia

Democracy

20. In principle, my delegation can support the establishment of a Democracy Fund for the purpose of assisting Member States, upon request, in the promotion of democracy. We also welcome the establishment of an Advisory Board to provide funding guidelines, which should be based on request; provided in a fair, transparent and non-discriminatory manner; and be demand driven, that is it must correspond to the overall social and political needs of the country concerned. However, we are unclear as to what is meant by the role of the Advisory Board in providing policy guidance and to whom.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/malaysia_generalstatement_1july05.pdf 

	Undated version in between 6/8/2005 and 7/22/2005 versions
	DRAFT CIRCULATED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
IV. Human rights and rule of Law

84. We commit ourselves to promote and respect human rights, the rule of law and

democracy, and recognize that they constitute together universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations and that no security agenda or drive for development will be successful unless they are based on respect for human dignify, and call upon all parts of the United Nations system to promote human rights and fundamental freedoms.
Democracy
94. We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value, implying the will of the peoples to Express and decide freely their own political system, and does not belong to any country or region. We stress that Democracy implies respect for sovereignty, non interference in internal affairs of States and the right to self-determination,  and that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

95. We renew our commitment to support democracy at national, regional and international levels by strengthening countries' capacities to implement the principles and practices of democracy at national, regional and international levels, including by guaranteeing the political rights of women and gender balance in political representation at all levels, and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States upon their request. We therefore welcome the establishment of a

Democracy Fund at the United Nations and invite the Secretary-General to establish an advisory board to provide policy guidance and funding guidelines for consideration by the General Assembly.

96. We invite Member Slates to contribute to the Democracy Fund.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/non-paper_un_reform_300.pdf 
	
	

	June 22, 2005
	
	
	United States

Democracy Fund

Human rights and democracy are at the center of our collective vision for the United Nations. The UN Democracy Fund is an innovative, yet practical, tool for promoting democratic values, including the rule of law, independent courts, a free press, political parties and trade unions, and free and fair elections.

The Secretary General has proposed very constructive Terms of Reference for the Fund. We ask member states that are democracies to contribute to the Fund through grants and in-kind assistance. Widespread support for the Fund will unequivocally signal that member states are committed to supporting democratic institutions.

In concluding my remarks on this subject, I would point out that our approach to democracy initiatives, such as the Democracy Fund, is wholly consistent with the Monterrey Consensus, which established national responsibility, good governance, trade

and private investment as the drivers of development. Support for the Democracy Fund is also support for economic development.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/us_6-22-2005_statement.pdf 

	June 21, 2005
	
	Non-Aligned Movement

(b) Commitment to multilateralism
...
ii. "The Ministers, recalling the commitment to strengthening multilateralism expressed in General Assembly Resolution 58/317, called for evolving common perceptions and agreed approaches to address both the new and existing threats to international peace and security. In this regard, they underscored the need for the process of United Nations reform to take place in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter. They also emphasized that all reforms within the United Nations system, including institutional reforms, should promote greater democracy, effectiveness, efficiency, transparency and accountability."

(m) Democracy

i. "The Ministers reaffirmed that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing, and is based on the freely expressed will of the people to determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives. They affirmed that while all democracies share common features there is no one model of democracy. The Ministers recalled the pledge by the leaders of Member States of the United Nations, as contained in the Millennium Declaration, to strengthen their countries' capacity to implement the principles and practices of democracy. They recognized the important role played by the United Nations in the promotion and strengthening of democratic practices in Member States that have sought legal, technical and financial assistance in order to strengthen their capacity to implement the principles and practices of democracy. While recognizing that the promotion of democracy is important at the national level, they expressed the resolve of the Movement to make every effort to promote the democratisation of the system of international governance in order to increase the participation of developing countries in international decision-making."

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/nam_6-21-2005.doc 
	

	June 8, 2005
	DRAFT CIRCULATED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

IV. Human rights and rule of law

62. We commit ourselves to promote and respect human rights, the rule of law and democracy, and recognize that they constitute together core values and principles of the United Nations and that no security agenda or drive for development will be successful unless they are based on respect for human dignity.

Democracy

68. We reaffirm that democracy is a universal value, implying the will of the peoples to express and decide freely their own political system, and does not belong to any country or region.

69. We commit to support democracy in our own countries, our regions and the world, and resolve to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist Member States on request. We therefore welcome the establishment of a Democracy Fund at the United Nations and invite the Secretary-General to establish an advisory board to provide policy guidance and funding guidelines.

70. We invite Member States to contribute to the Democracy Fund.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/pings_draft_document_of_high-level_plenary_meeting_of_ga_sep_2005.doc 
	
	

	June 7, 2005
	
	
	China

II. Security Issues

We endorse the Secretary-General's proposal concerning collective action against security threats and challenges. It is consistent with China's proposal for a new security concept that features "mutual trust, mutual benefit, equality and coordination. " To establish an effective, efficient and fair collective security mechanism, the key lies in

adhering to mutilateralism, promoting democracy and rule of law in international affairs, sticking to the purposes and principles of the UN Charter, strengthening the authority and

capability of the UN and safeguarding the centrality of the Security Council to the collective security system.

III. Rule of Law, Human Rights and Democracy

5. The proposed "Democracy Fund"

The Secretary-General should first give explanations of the source, rules of use, and assessment procedure of the proposed "Democracy Fund" for the benefit of further discussions. China disagrees with the classification of countries into "democratic" and

"non-democratic" nations.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/china_positionpaper_7june05.pdf 

	April 27, 2005
	
	European Union

Our common objective should be to enhance the credibility and overall performance of the UN system, both in terms of efficiency and effectiveness. The EU stresses the need to take into account the links between development, security, human rights, the rule of law and democracy described in the Secretary-General’s report and commented in detail in formal plenary sessions of the General Assembly and more recently in the informal cluster debates of the plenary.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/eu_strenghtening_the_un_4-27-2005.doc 
	

	April 21, 2005
	
	European Union

In conclusion, let me express our appreciation for the opportunity to share among member states and groups of member states our views on such important issues as the security concerns, while not losing the larger perspective of the interdependence between security, development, human rights, rule of law and democracy that the Secretary-General so pertinently analyzed in his report. We are looking forward to further constructive interaction with other groups and individual member states.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/eu_freedom_from_fear_4-21-2005.doc 
	

	April 20, 2005
	
	
	Cuba

So much manipulated concepts as good governance, democracy and accountability appear, in the light of the Report, only deficient in developing countries, paving the way to conditionalities for the granting of development assistance, investments and other resources. 

...
Among its proposals, the Report contains a very questionable one: the creation of a UN Democracy Fund. The procedure to define which will be the countries having access to the Fund in order to establish or reinforce their democracies is not clear. Would it start off from defining that democracy is based on the freely expressed will of the people to determine their own political, economic, social and cultural regime and on its full participation in all aspects of life, as established by the Vienna Declaration and Program of Action, or would it impose a distorted and selective concept without Member States' consensus?

Our delegation calls the attention so that this Fund is not used as a sort of certification mechanism of whether who is democratic or not. Likewise we reject the attempt to continue to erode the work of the UN Development Programme as regards concrete development programmes and plans, with diversionary works that overlap the activities that shall be assumed by the Department of Political Affairs. 

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/cuba_freedom_to_l_ivein_dignity4-20-2005.doc 

	April 20, 2005
	
	
	Indonesia

The promotion of democracy is a core component of the work of the United Nations. The Organization assists Member States by supporting emerging democracies with legal, technical and financial assistance, and in this regard, my delegation notes with interest the proposal to establish a Democracy Fund. In order to enable us evaluate the proposal thoroughly, we look forward to further clarification of various aspects of it, including its proposed implementation and funding. In the interim, we wish to reiterate that there is no single model of democracy. Bearing this in mind, the Organization should seek to assist in strengthening and consolidating home-grown democratic institutions and mechanisms, rather than the imposition of unsuitable foreign models of democracy on certain national and cultural contexts. 


The freedom to live in dignity must be appreciated as a comprehensive concept that must be based on the time-honoured principles of equity and justice, and the commitments of The Charter of our Organization, as well as the Millennium Declaration. We must keep in mind in these discussions at all times the holistic and inter-connected nature of the issues, and make certain that we pay equal attention to them.
http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/indonesia_dignity.doc 

	April 20, 2005
	
	
	Iran

4. Ever since its inception, the UN has contributed greatly to the eventual global acceptance of democracy as a universal value. The privileges of democracy are augmented with spirituality in human society- the lack of which has already caused too much carnage in our world, and its

neglect bodes even further destruction.

We concur with the Secretary General that the universal achievement of democracy must be a central objective of an organization devoted to the cause of larger freedom. The United Nations’ efforts to promote the values of democracy in the past decades are praiseworthy. However, the equally important need to address the promotion of democracy at the international arena is unfortunately missing from the Report. In our view, democracy must also be recognized as an international principle, applicable to international organizations and to states in their international relations. Indeed, collective participation extends beyond local and domestic decision-making, and is becoming increasingly a global demand for effective presence in international decision-making processes. Full participation of all states in these processes is undoubtedly a necessary response to this growing demand. Global democracy, equal rights of sovereign states and rejection of double-standards in international affairs are among the most important principles to ensure the success of the United Nations' mission towards promoting

democratic values.

The Secretary General has also supported the creation of a democracy fund at the United Nations. It is essential that the Member States give a detailed and thorough consideration to this

proposal in the light of serious questions and ambiguities besetting it and take a proper decision in full awareness of what is involved in the proposal.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/iran_4-20-2005.pdf 

	April 20, 2005
	
	
	Malaysia

Democracy

9. Malaysia continues to be against a prescriptive approach to democracy.  We do not believe that there exists one immutable form of democracy to suit all situations.  As the world is made up of nation states which have numerous communities in various stages of development, it is natural to expect that their concepts of human rights and democracy would differ.  As such we cannot be selective on which human rights to promote and protect or target particular countries for alleged violation of human rights while allowing others to act with impunity.  Similarly, we cannot promote democracy without taking into consideration the divergence of views among us.

10.  With regard to the promotion of democracy, Malaysia has since its independence subscribed to a democratic political system.  This system has ensured stability and progress in the country’s economic development.  We have had free and fair elections eleven times on a regular basis since 1955.  This system is now matured and it can be serve as a model of a successful democratic country in the developing world.  However, democracy should not have a one-size-fit-all approach.  It must take into account historical, cultural, social, religious and other factors.

11. We also believe that democracy must be established and spread in the international system, in particular at the United Nations.  We will discuss this under Cluster IV.

Democracy Fund

12. In principle, my delegation can support the establishment of a Democracy Fund.  However, we think that all of us have to be mindful of the need to ensure that the fund is used in such a manner that it would not create negative implications.  The fund should be based on voluntarily contributions and must be managed in a manner that takes fully into account democratic principles, i.e. full participation, transparency and non-discrimination.

13. At the practical level, technical assistance to be given to strengthen democracy, whether it falls within the ambit of the Democracy Fund or otherwise, must be subject to clearly established criteria as follows:-

i. It must be at the request of the country concerned;

ii. It must be provided in a fair, transparent and non-discriminatory manner;

iii. It must be demand driven, i.e. it must correspond to the overall social and political needs of the country concerned.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/malaysia_4-20-05_freedom_to_live_in_dignity.pdf 

	April 20, 2005
	
	
	United States

The United States welcomes the Secretary-General’s positive emphasis on Cluster III issues in his March 21st report, “In Larger Freedom”.  In particular, we applaud the report’s attention to the important issues of promoting freedom and respect for human rights and dignity, advancing democracy and strengthening the rule of law.

...
With regard to the advancement of democracy, my delegation believes that the creation of the proposed UN Democracy Fund will be instrumental in laying the foundation of democracy by instituting the rule of law and independent courts, a free press, political parties and trade unions.  We welcome continued deliberation about the terms of reference for the Democracy Fund.  We urge Member States and other potential donors to help fund this important initiative, once the Fund is established.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/us_on_freedom_to_live_in_dignity.doc 

	April 19, 2005
	
	European Union

With regard to the cluster “Freedom to live in dignity”, the EU welcomes the prominent place reserved to human rights, the rule of law and democracy. From the outset, we would like to reaffirm our strong commitment to these fundamental objectives that need to be advanced together. We would like to stress the inter-linkages between human rights, the rule of law, democracy and security and development. Not one of these important fields of UN activity stands second to the others. In that regard, we fully share the Secretary-General’s analysis that “we will not enjoy development without security, we will not enjoy security without development, and we will not enjoy either without respect for human rights”.

...
The EU supports efforts to promote democratic institutions, practices, processes of democratization and good governance worldwide and underlines the importance of the proposals in the Secretary-General’s report aimed at strengthening democracy, good governance and the rule of law. The EU supports efforts to promote transparency, accountability, participation and access to justice around the world. Progress in these areas, plus the strengthening of democratic institutions and practices, leads to the development of a culture of democracy. Furthermore, good governance, democracy and human rights need to be addressed as fundamental horizontal concerns to promote sustainable development. 

We would like to see the UN’s capacities enhanced in order to assist countries seeking to establish and also to consolidate their democracy. Pending further study on organization and functioning, we can agree in principle to the Secretary-General’s proposal to establish a democracy fund. However, we should be mindful of ongoing efforts in promoting democracy, notably by UNDP and the Secretariat’s Electoral Assistance Division and ensure that the various strands co-ordinate their efforts effectively. 
...
In conclusion, allow me to thank the Secretary-General once again for his thoughtful and inspiring work, which so rightly builds on the interaction between development, security and human rights, rule of law and democracy and their mutually reinforcing nature. The clear recognition of their interdependence and mutually reinforcing nature should guide us in our future discussions. We look forward to working constructively with partners to take this forward for the benefit of all our peoples.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/eu_freedom_to_live_in_dignity_4-19-2005.doc 
	China

III. Democracy

On the creation of a UN democracy fund, we are in the view that, to facilitate further deliberations, it is necessary for the Secretary-General to first explain its financial resources and ways for its usage and evaluation. We are not in favor of artificially categorizing countries as "democratic" or "non-democratic"

categories.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/china_4-19-2005_dignity.pdf 

	April 19, 2005
	
	
	Egypt

First, Human Rights, Democracy and respect for the Rule of Law constitute universal values that belong to all of us.  Their application should not, by any means, be limited to the internal affairs of states.  It should rather be applied universally at the intrastate level, as well as, at the level of the international community.  The proper application of concepts such as Good Governance, equality and freedom should also be applied internationally with full respect for International Law.

...
The establishment of a Democracy Fund to support member states in their endeavor to deepen the roots of democracy requires further clarification.  However, we believe that the request of the state concerned and its consent to the activities of such a fund are of paramount importance, and that helping states to achieve their economic and political goals would, in itself safeguard the movement towards better democracy.  Furthermore, there is a need to prevent tying this assistance with any conditionality.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/egypt_4-19-2005.pdf 

	April 19, 2005
	
	
	United Kingdom

Justice builds on the Rule of Law and makes a civilised society work. It is the protection and vindication of rights and the punishment of wrongdoing, by processes which are transparently fair and which respect the interests of the victim, the accused and society as a whole. Without the Rule of Law, without justice, what chance of social order? This is particularly true in societies emerging from conflict. Without law, there can be no safety or security for individuals. Decision making will be arbitrary and corrupt; the weak and poor will suffer. Put simply, the Rule of Law implies a democratic state, in turn making conflict, internal and external, less likely. Hence the importance of proposals to develop the UN’s effort to promote democracy and establish a Democracy Fund. 

............

The Secretary-General reaffirmed in the clearest possible terms the triptych of development, security and human rights. We agree. Economic and political development is needed to build peaceful, prosperous societies and to discourage new generations of terrorists and proliferators. Fragile states will not be safe without successful international action to promote democracy and the rule of law, and to tackle crime, corruption and drugs, and in turn then create conditions for investment, growth, infrastructure and development. 

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/uk_on_freedom_to_live_in_dignity.doc 

	April 8, 2005
	
	
	Cuba

We also consider unfortunate the excessive way in which the Report deals with concepts, such as, good governance, democracy and accountability, among others, when referring to alleged demands that developing countries should fulfill, outlining criticism on them.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/cuba_4-8-2005.doc 

	April 7, 2005
	
	
	Indonesia

My delegation supports the Secretary-General in urging that Heads of State and Government recommit to supporting the rule of law, human rights and democracy. We hold the rule of law to be a fundamental United Nations principle, the implementation of which is important at the national as well as international level. There is need to strengthen existing international norms and rules, and the implementation of treaties and conventions.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/indonesia_general.doc 

	April 7, 2005
	
	
	United States
We welcome the Secretary General’s positive emphasis on the importance of promoting freedom and respect for human rights and human dignity, advancing democracy, and strengthening the rule of law. We appreciate his support for the creation of a UN Democracy Fund, as proposed by President Bush last year.    When created, a Democracy Fund will be instrumental, as the President said, in laying the foundation of democracy by instituting the rule of law and independent courts, a free press, political parties and trade unions.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/us_4-7-2005.doc 

	April 6, 2005
	
	European Union

In the larger framework of human rights, the EU would also like to stress the importance of the proposals that aim at strengthening democracy. Pending further study on organization and functioning, we can agree in principle to the proposal to establish a democracy fund to provide assistance to countries seeking to strengthen their democracy.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/eu_general_in_larger_freedom.doc 
	Egypt

Fourth: Our exercise should depart from a common understanding that recognizes the need to address and resolve the causes of frustration and despair felt by many peoples as a result of our failure to settle their political and economic problems. We should agree that the alleviation of such sentiments is the key to international peace and security. Therefore, the outcome of the upcoming high-level meeting should devout a special chapter on practical recommendations to address such sentiments with a view to achieve lasting solutions to the hardships that produce them. Such recommendations should aim at strengthening the principles of equality, democracy and justice. They should also obliterate double standards and socio-political nepotism.

Fifth: The success in deepening further the principles of democracy and respect for human rights at the national level, will depend to a great extent on our ability to promote and respect such principles in the conduct of international relations. It is essential that we respect the sanctity of the legal and moral principles upon which the United Nations was established. Such principles are - and will always remain - the foundation of a more secure and stable world.

...
Fourth: The respect for human rights, democracy, and good governance cannot be imposed on states, but can only materialize through increasing national conviction of its importance to human development, according to social, cultural arid ethnic conditions and specificities of each state. I must emphasize that our individual countries have undertaken substantial strides in these fields. However, the theory of the "responsibility to protect"

advocated in the Report will become a threat to the principle of national sovereignty of states, and would usher into a new form for intervention in their internal affairs, particularly when the legal underpinnings of such theory remain unclear, in addition to

its reliance on an incremental division of responsibilities between the State, the

international community, and the Security Council.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/egypt_general_4-6-2005.pdf 
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	IN LARGER FREEDOM: SECRETARY-GENERAL REPORT

III. Freedom from fear

D. Reducing the risk and prevalence of war

106. No task is more fundamental to the United Nations than the prevention and resolution of deadly conflict. Prevention, in particular, must be central to all our efforts, from combating poverty and promoting sustainable development; through strengthening national capacities to manage conflict, promoting democracy and the rule of law, and curbing the flow of small arms and light weapons; to directing preventive operational activities, such as the use of good offices, Security Council missions and preventive deployments. 


IV. Freedom to live in dignity

127. In the Millennium Declaration, Member States stated that they would spare no effort to promote democracy and strengthen the rule of law, as well as respect for all internationally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms. In so doing, they recognized that while freedom from want and fear are essential they are not enough. All human beings have the right to be treated with dignity and respect. 

128. The protection and promotion of the universal values of the rule of law, human rights and democracy are ends in themselves. They are also essential for a world of justice, opportunity and stability. No security agenda and no drive for development will be successful unless they are based on the sure foundation of respect for human dignity. 

…
130.
But without implementation, our declarations ring hollow. Without action, our promises are meaningless. Villagers huddling in fear at the sound of Government bombing raids or the appearance of murderous militias on the horizon find no solace in the unimplemented words of the Geneva Conventions, to say nothing of the international community’s solemn promises of “never again” when reflecting on the horrors of Rwanda a decade ago. Treaties prohibiting torture are cold comfort to prisoners abused by their captors, particularly if the international human rights machinery enables those responsible to hide behind friends in high places. A war-weary population infused with new hope after the signing of a peace agreement quickly reverts to despair when, instead of seeing tangible progress towards a Government under the rule of law, it sees war lords and gang leaders take power and become laws unto themselves. And solemn commitments to strengthen democracy at home, which all States made in the Millennium Declaration, remain empty words to those who have never voted for their rulers and who see no sign that things are changing. 

132. Accordingly, I believe that decisions should be made in 2005 to help strengthen the rule of law internationally and nationally, enhance the stature and structure of the human rights machinery of the United Nations and more directly support efforts to institute and deepen democracy in nations around the globe. We must also move towards embracing and acting on the “responsibility to protect” potential or actual victims of massive atrocities. The time has come for Governments to be held to account, both to their citizens and to each other, for respect of the dignity of the individual, to which they too often pay only lip service. We must move from an era of legislation to an era of implementation. Our declared principles and our common interests demand no less. 

C. Democracy

148. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the General Assembly in 1948, enunciated the essentials of democracy. Ever since its adoption, it has inspired constitution-making in every corner of the world, and it has contributed greatly to the eventual global acceptance of democracy as a universal value. The right to choose how they are ruled, and who rules them, must be the birthright of all people, and its universal achievement must be a central objective of an Organization devoted to the cause of larger freedom. 

149. In the Millennium Declaration, every Member State pledged to strengthen its capacity to implement the principles and practices of democracy. That same year, the General Assembly adopted a resolution on promoting and consolidating democracy.20 More than 100 countries have now signed the Warsaw Declaration of the Community of Democracies (see A/55/328, annex I), and in 2002 that Community endorsed the Seoul Plan of Action (see A/57/618, annex I), which listed the essential elements of representative democracy and set forth a range of measures to promote it. Regional organizations in many parts of the world have made democracy promotion a core component of their work, and the emergence of a strong community of global and regional civil society organizations that promote democratic governance is also encouraging. All of which reinforces the principle that democracy does not belong to any country or region but is a universal right.

150. However, commitments must be matched by performance and protecting democracy requires vigilance. Threats to democracy have by no means ceased to exist. As we have seen time and again, the transition to democracy is delicate and difficult and can suffer severe setbacks. The United Nations assists Member States by supporting emerging democracies with legal, technical and financial assistance and advice. For example, the United Nations has given concrete support for elections in more and more countries, often at decisive moments in their history — more than 20 in the last year alone, including Afghanistan, Palestine, Iraq and Burundi. Similarly, the Organization’s work to improve governance throughout the developing world and to rebuild the rule of law and State institutions in war-torn countries is vital to ensuring that democracy takes root and endures. 

151. The United Nations does more than any other single organization to promote and strengthen democratic institutions and practices around the world, but this fact is little known. The impact of our work is reduced by the way we disperse it among different parts of our bureaucracy. It is time to join up the dots. But there are significant gaps in our capacity in several critical areas. The Organization as a whole needs to be better coordinated and should mobilize resources more effectively. The United Nations should not restrict its role to norm-setting but should expand its help to its members to further broaden and deepen democratic trends throughout the world. To that end, I support the creation of a democracy fund at the United Nations to provide assistance to countries seeking to establish or strengthen their democracy. Furthermore, I intend to ensure that our activities in this area are more closely coordinated by establishing a more explicit link between the democratic governance work of the United Nations Development Programme and the Electoral Assistance Division of the Department of Political Affairs. 
152. In sections II to IV, I have outlined the interconnected challenges of advancing the cause of larger freedom in the new century. I have also indicated what I believe to be the essential elements of our collective response, including many areas where I believe the United Nations should be better equipped to make its proper contribution. In section V below, I shall focus in some detail on the specific reforms that I believe are needed if our Organization is to play its due part in shaping and implementing such a collective response across the whole range of global issues.

V. Strengthening the United Nations

C. The Secretariat

189. First, I am taking steps to realign the Secretariat’s structure to match the priorities outlined in the present report. This will entail creating a peacebuilding support office and strengthening support both for mediation (my “good offices” function) and for democracy and the rule of law. In addition, I intend to appoint a Scientific Adviser to the Secretary-General, who will provide strategic forward-looking scientific advice on policy matters, mobilizing scientific and technological expertise within the United Nations system and from the broader scientific and academic community. 

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/in_larger_freedom.doc 
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II. The case for comprehensive collective security

A. Threats without boundaries

21. International terrorist groups prey on weak States for sanctuary. Their recruitment is aided by grievances nurtured by poverty, foreign occupation and the absence of human rights and democracy; by religious and other intolerance; and by civil violence — a witch’s brew common to those areas where civil war and regional conflict intersect. In recent years, terrorists have helped to finance their activities and moved large sums of money by gaining access to such valuable commodities as drugs in countries beset by civil war.
…
23. Transnational organized crime facilitates many of the most serious threats to international peace and security. Corruption, illicit trade and money-laundering contribute to State weakness, impede economic growth and undermine democracy. These activities thus create a permissive environment for civil conflict. The prospect of organized criminal groups providing nuclear, radiological, chemical or biological weapons to terrorists is particularly worrying. Increasing drug trade partly accounts for rapidly increasing levels of HIV/AIDS infections, especially in Eastern Europe and parts of Asia. And organized criminal activities undermine peacebuilding efforts and fuel many civil wars through illicit trade in conflict commodities and small arms.

http://www.eyeontheun.org/assets/attachments/documents/report_of_the_high_level_panel.doc 
	
	


