CRITICIZING ISRAEL

The budget summary:  
$227,500 for the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories for 3 people, employed by and representing their governments, meet for a few days a year and go on a 2-week field mission.

HUMAN RIGHTS FOR EVERYONE ELSE

The budget summary: 

$460,000 for the Committee against Torture which monitors torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in 138 states and meets for a total of 5-7 weeks per year and whose 10 independent expert members receive no remuneration for their work (only expenses.)

$730,000 for the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination which monitors all forms of racial discrimination in 170 states and meets for a total of 6 weeks per year and whose 18 independent expert members receive no remuneration for their work (only expenses.)
$740,900 for the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which monitors the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights for 150 states and meets for a total of 6-8 weeks and whose 18 independent expert members receive no remuneration for their work (only expenses.)

$1,302,100 for The Human Rights Committee which monitors the implementation of civil and political rights for 153 states and meets for a total of 9-12 weeks per year and whose 18 independent expert members receive no remuneration for their work (only expenses.)

$1,638,300 for the Committee on the Rights of the Child which monitors the implementation of the rights of children for in states parties and meets for a total of 9-12 weeks per year and whose 18 independent expert members receive no remuneration for their work (only expenses.)

FROM:
Proposed programme budget for the biennium 2006-2007 (A/60/6 (sect. 23), Section 23, Human rights

3.
Human Rights Committee
Resource requirements (before recosting): $1,302,100
23.19
The Human Rights Committee, established in accordance with article 28 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (General Assembly resolution 2200 (XXI), annex), is composed of 18 experts, acting in their personal capacity, who are nominated and elected by the States parties to the Covenant for a term of four years. The Committee monitors the implementation of the Covenant by examining periodic reports submitted by the 153 States parties and receives individual communications concerning violations of the Covenant by States parties that have adhered to the Optional Protocol to the Covenant (104 States). The Committee is also competent to examine inter-State communications with respect to 48 States parties that have made a declaration pursuant to article 41 of the Covenant. The Committee meets three times a year for three weeks, once in New York and twice in Geneva, each of which is preceded by meetings of two working groups of five members each for one week.

4.
Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories

Resource requirements (before recosting): $227,500
23.20
The Special Committee was established by the General Assembly in its resolution 2443 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968 to investigate Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the population of the occupied territories. It is composed of three Member States and meets twice a year in Geneva and once a year in New York. Once a year, the Committee undertakes a field mission to the Middle East usually lasting two weeks in order to hear witnesses with recent and first-hand information about the situation of human rights in the occupied territories. Before leaving on mission, the Committee meets for one day in Geneva. In addition, members of the Special Committee attend the deliberations of the Fourth (Special Political and Decolonization) Committee of the General Assembly when the reports of the Special Committee are under consideration.

5.
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Resource requirements: $740,900
23.21
The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, established by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1985/17 of 28 May 1985, is composed of 18 experts, acting in their personal capacity, who are nominated by the States parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and elected by the Council for a term of four years. Its rules of procedure, as well as the meetings of its working group, were approved by the Council in its decision 1990/251 of 21 May 1990. The Committee monitors the implementation of the Covenant by examining periodic reports submitted by the 150 States parties and making general recommendations to the Council. Normally, the Committee meets twice a year for three weeks, and a pre-sessional working group composed of five members meets for one week immediately after each session of the Committee to organize the following session.

6.
Committee on the Rights of the Child
Resource requirements (before recosting): $1,638,300
23.22
The Committee on the Rights of the Child was established in accordance with article 43 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (General Assembly resolution 44/25, annex). The Committee is composed of 18 experts acting in their personal capacity, nominated and elected by the 192 States parties to the Convention for a term of four years. The Committee monitors the implementation of the Convention by examining periodic reports submitted by the States parties in close cooperation with the United Nations Children’s Fund, the specialized agencies and other competent United Nations organs and bodies. The Committee will also monitor the reports received under the two Optional Protocols to the Convention: the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict, which entered into force on 12 February 2002, and the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, which entered into force on 18 January 2002. The Committee meets in Geneva three times a year for three weeks. A pre-sessional working group of the whole meets for one week immediately after each session to organize the next session. By its resolution 59/261 of 23 December 2004, the General Assembly welcomed the efforts of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to reform its working methods so as to consider the reports of States parties in a timely manner, including the proposal to work in two chambers, as an exceptional and temporary measure, for a period of two years (in 2005 and 2006) in order to clear the backlog of reports, taking due account of equitable geographical distribution, and urged the Committee to continue to review its working methods in order to enhance its efficiency and to assess progress after two years, also taking into account the wider context of treaty body reform.

7.
Committee against Torture
Resource requirements (before recosting): $460,000
23.23
The Committee against Torture, established in accordance with article 17 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (General Assembly resolution 39/46, annex), is composed of 10 experts, acting in their personal capacity, who are nominated and elected by the States parties to the Convention for a term of four years. The Committee monitors the implementation of the Convention by examining periodic reports submitted by the 138 States parties and individual communications concerning violations of the Convention by States parties that have accepted the optional procedure under article 22 of the Convention. The Committee is also empowered to conduct inquiries in States parties that have accepted the procedure under article 20 of the Convention. In the past, the Committee met in Geneva twice a year for two weeks. By its resolution 53/139 of 9 December 1998, the General Assembly authorized the Secretary-General to extend the spring sessions of the Committee by one additional week starting in 1999 because of the increase in the number of ratifications and, therefore, the number of country reports submitted annually. Accordingly, in the biennium 2006-2007, the Committee will hold two annual sessions of three and two weeks respectively, for a total of four sessions during the biennium. A pre-session working group composed of four of the Committee’s members meet for a five-day session during the week preceding each session of the Committee, as authorized by the General Assembly in its resolution 56/143 of 19 December 2001. The Assembly, in its resolution 57/199 of 18 December 2002, adopted the Optional Protocol to the Convention. Should the Optional Protocol enter into force in the biennium 2006-2007, Member States would be informed of the budgetary implications in accordance with established procedures.

8.
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
Resource requirements (before recosting): $730,000
23.24
The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination was established in accordance with article 8 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (General Assembly resolution 2106 A (XX), annex). The Committee is composed of 18 experts, acting in their personal capacity, who are nominated and elected by the States parties to the Convention for a term of four years. The Committee monitors the implementation of the Convention by examining periodic reports submitted by the 170 States parties and individual communications concerning violations of the Convention by States parties that have accepted the optional procedure under article 14 of the Convention. The Committee currently meets twice a year in Geneva for three weeks.

9.
Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families
Resource requirements (before recosting): $175,000
23.25
The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 45/158 of 18 December 1990, entered into force on 1 July 2003. The Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families was established in accordance with article 72 of the Convention and is composed of 10 experts (to increase to 14 after 41 States have ratified the Convention), acting in their personal capacity, who are nominated and elected by the States parties to the Convention for a term of four years. The Committee monitors the Convention by examining periodic reports submitted by States parties (27 States) and individual communications concerning violations of the Convention by States parties that had accepted the optional procedure under article 77 of the Convention.

