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Thank you, Mr. President,
I would like to start by extending to our colleagues from the Observer Mission of the Holy See, our colleagues from the Polish Mission, and indeed all who looked to Pope John Paul II as a guide, my country’s deepest sympathies on his passing.  He was an inspiration to people of all faiths throughout the world and a force for good everywhere he traveled.  He will be greatly missed. 
I also wish to extend to the ruling family and the principality of Monaco my country’s deepest sympathies on the passing of Prince Rainier III.  We share in the mourning of his family and countrymen and pray that they will find consolation in his formidable legacy.  
Mr. President, 
The United States appreciates the work of the Secretary General and your own efforts to achieve reform of the United Nations.  I am grateful for the opportunity to present my government’s views on this effort.
At no time has the world been more in need of an effective United Nations. As we work towards achievement of the Millennium Summit's development goals, as we work for peace around the world, especially in Africa and the Middle East, and as we confront the challenges of terrorism and the urgent need to stop the spread of weapons of mass destruction, we need a UN that lives up to its high ideals, a UN that acts effectively to implement real solutions, and a UN whose efficiency and integrity is beyond question.
We welcome the Secretary General’s positive emphasis on the importance of promoting freedom and respect for human rights and human dignity, advancing democracy, and strengthening the rule of law. We appreciate his support for the creation of a UN Democracy Fund, as proposed by President Bush last year.    When created, a Democracy Fund will be instrumental, as the President said, in laying the foundation of democracy by instituting the rule of law and independent courts, a free press, political parties and trade unions.
We also welcome the Report call for the creation of Peacebuilding Commission to improve the UN's post-conflict peacebuilding capabilities, a proposal that merits serious and careful consideration.   There appears to be broad support for establishment of such a commission, and we want to work with like-minded countries to ensure that it can fulfill its important mission. The Peacebuilding Commission can become a centerpiece of the UN to help strengthen post-conflict states, and as such could become a key component of peace and security in the 21st century; it should be answerable to the Security Council.   We recognize that its structure and organization must reach beyond the Security Council. It is vital that such a commission include in its membership both those with the most at stake and those with the most to contribute. We are indeed prepared to discuss these issues.

We support the Secretary General痴 recommendation to replace the Commission on Human Rights with a smaller, more effective Human Rights Council, and that this Council report directly to the General Assembly. Because we agree about the need to improve the capacity of her office to promote the rule of law on the ground in countries, we look forward to the plan of action from the High Commissioner for Human Rights. It will assist all Member States in assessing how best to ensure that critical human rights work not be hamstrung by bloc voting and by those States that systematically violate human rights.

We also appreciate the emphasis that the Secretary General痴 report places on dealing with the issue of terrorism, particularly including its call on all states that have not yet done so to accede to the twelve existing counter-terrorism conventions, and the completion ・without delay ・ of an international convention for the suppression of acts of nuclear terrorism. We welcome the position that there is no justification for the targeting and killing of civilians, and continue to believe that a definition of terrorism needs to exclude state military operations. We also recognize that any definition or other language to be included in the comprehensive convention on terrorism will need to be worked out by states in the context of the negotiations of that convention.

Mr. President,

We welcome the Secretary General痴 acknowledgment that the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction is a real and growing threat. We also welcome the Secretary General’s reiteration of the importance of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) and the specific reference to the crisis of confidence and compliance・facing the Treaty. States failing to abide by their treaty obligations have created a serious challenge for the nonproliferation regime that must be addressed.

The U.S. is pleased to see the support given to the Proliferation Security Initiative and to UN Security Council Resolution 1540 as useful new initiatives to combat the threat of WMD proliferation, including by non-State actors.  We also welcome the report's call for universal adoption of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Additional Protocol and its enrichment and reprocessing programs because of the proliferation dangers they pose.  We support the report’s focus on national controls against WMD delivery systems, as the proliferation of missiles and related technologies to unstable countries is an area of great concern to the United States.

The United States also welcomes the report's emphasis on additional steps to address destabilizing conventional weapons. We believe, however, that the discussion of nuclear states as bearing the greatest burden for addressing the proliferation and disarmament challenges facing the international community is incorrectly cast.

We welcome the Secretary-General’s assertion that Article 51 of the Charter should not be changed. The Secretary General’s report makes the key point that a state need not wait until it is actually attacked in order to use force in self-defense, which is to say that there is a right of anticipatory self-defense in appropriate circumstances. Anticipatory action is an element of the inherent right of self-defense that remains lawful under the UN Charter. As we have indicated previously, this right of self-defense must today be understood and applied in the context of the new threats posed by terrorism and weapons of mass destruction that the Secretary General highlights in his report.

Mr. President,

Economic development is of great concern to all UN members. Indeed, President Bush has made clear the U.S. commitment to sound economic development exists. We reaffirm and commit ourselves anew to implementing the development consensus achieved at Monterrey and Johannesburg, and to the agreed goals of the Millennium declaration.

We fully agree with the Secretary-General that developing countries should recommit themselves to taking primary responsibility for their own development by strengthening governance, combating corruption, and putting in place policies and investments to drive private-sector growth.・nbsp; World leaders acknowledged this principle of national responsibility at the 2002 Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development.   The great promise of the Monterrey Consensus was that if developing countries implemented good governance and sound policies to emphasizing the rule of law, respect for human rights, and a liberal, market-based economic structure, then the resources that they need for development would follow--from trade, from foreign and domestic private investment, from sustainable debt, and from official development assistance.

The Monterrey Consensus also called upon developed countries to support developing countries making efforts to improve their institutions and policies. The United States pledged to increase foreign assistance by 50 percent over 2000 levels by 2006 and met this pledge three years early. Last year, our development assistance exceeded its 2000 level by 90 percent. The U.S. Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) initiative will support poor countries that are committed to governing justly, investing in their people, and encouraging economic freedom. We believe that this approach will make aid more effective. The MCA was developed to meet our commitments under the Monterrey Consensus, an approach endorsed by the Secretary General. This integrated approach is far more promising than insistence on ODA supply targets. We urge other donors to provide increased aid to developing countries that implement sound, transparent, and accountable national development strategies. Like the Secretary General, we too recognize the special needs of Africa. Under the auspices of the Millennium Challenge Account, we are contributing substantially to poverty reduction through economic growth and good governance. The Africa Growth and Opportunity Act has brought investment and jobs in many African nations and helped by establishing necessary commercial linkages for these nations to enjoy greater economic opportunity. We remain committed to building an expanded and comprehensive response to HIV/AIDS, and call upon the international community to join us in providing the resources needed for this effort.

In addition, we urge WTO members to complete the Doha round by the year 2006 if possible.   We caution, however, that finding the right structure for open and free markets -- one that will contribute positively to increased development and opportunity -- is more important than the constraints of a calendar.

Further, debt sustainability is about a country's ability to pay in the context of becoming an active partner in global capital markets.   We must bear in mind also the role that debt plays as a financing tool for development, and debt financing is only appropriate where there is a reasonable expectation that loans will be repaid. The approach outlined in the report would set back many countries' progress toward achieving or regaining access to capital markets.

Mr. President,

Recent investigations of mismanagement and wrongdoing, including in peacekeeping operations, are causes for concern and have underscored the need for greater transparency and accountability within the UN. We therefore strongly support strengthening the authority and independence of the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) as a means to accomplish this.

Mr. President,

The United States supports Security Council reform, provided it enhances the effectiveness of the Council; we remain open to considering all proposals and will evaluate them against that benchmark. As the reform process proceeds, the United States would like to move forward on the basis of broad consensus along the lines we have previously stated and without artificial deadlines.

Mr. President:

As we prepare for what will be a very busy September, I would like to reiterate our position that the High-Level Event to be held on the margins of the 60th General Assembly should not become the focal point for UN reform; we continue to believe that its principal focus should be on the implementation of the goals of the Millennium Declaration. We want to move forward now on UN reform where there is broad agreement. We should also recognize that there are areas where agreement will not be reached quickly or easily, and that we should not be bound by artificial deadlines. Given the historic significance and the complexities of the enterprise we are embarking on, it would be unrealistic to adopt a "package approach" to UN reform and development goals.   The United States believes that we should instead approach this task in a pragmatic way, building consensus around reforms we all agree are needed and then, progressively, working toward achieving the more difficult changes.

Mr. President,

You have the commitment of the United States to work constructively and cooperatively on all issues of UN reform. To that end, we will continue our process of review to identify any additional areas of possible reform and encourage others to do the same. 

In closing, I want to reiterate that the United States remains committed to the United Nations and feels it is critically important for member states to help the UN meet the challenges and promise of the 21st century. 

Thank you very much.   

