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Mr. Facilitator,

May I first express my delegation’s respect and appreciation for the leadership you and your fellow co-facilitators are providing and for your important contributions to the reform effort.

The United States welcomes the Secretary-General’s positive emphasis on Cluster III issues in his March 21st report, “In Larger Freedom”.  In particular, we applaud the report’s attention to the important issues of promoting freedom and respect for human rights and dignity, advancing democracy and strengthening the rule of law.

We welcome the Secretary-General’s recommendations on improving the United Nations’s performance in protecting human rights.  We agree that the Commission on Human Rights is in need of serious reform  and support the  Secretary-General’s recommendation to replace the Commission on Human Rights with a smaller, more effective Human Rights Council.  In our view, the elected members of the new body should have positive human rights records and should undertake to abide by the highest human rights standards.  

We further believe that the creation of a new body may require a re-examination of existing structures.   We thank the Secretary-General for his paper providing further elaboration of his idea for the proposed Human Rights Council; we have just begun our examination of this new paper and will express our views on related issues further, in the course of discussions on Cluster IV issues.

As previously expressed by my government, we agree on the need to improve the capacity of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to promote the rule of law, and look forward to reviewing the High Commissioner’s forthcoming plan of action on how to strengthen the capabilities and effectiveness of her office.

In light of references made to the responsibilities of the United Nations and its principal organs, we would note that under the UN Charter, the Security Council is fully empowered to address the full range of security threats with which Member States are concerned.    

With regard to the advancement of democracy, my delegation believes that the creation of the proposed UN Democracy Fund will be instrumental in laying the foundation of democracy by instituting the rule of law and independent courts, a free press, political parties and trade unions.  We welcome continued deliberation about the terms of reference for the Democracy Fund.  We urge Member States and other potential donors to help fund this important initiative, once the Fund is established.

Mr. Facilitator, several previous speakers have referred to the role of the International Court of Justice.  We believe the International Court of Justice should be used in appropriate circumstances.  It plays an important role in the adjudication of cases where States have consented to the jurisdiction of the Court.  As a general principle, we support improvement of the Court’s working methods and reducing the length of its proceedings where possible.

With regard to resource issues associated with the Court, we would welcome further detailed information and specific recommendations before a decision can be made on any increase in resources.

In terms of statements that have been made on the International Criminal Court, I would note that the position of the United States on the ICC is well known.  

Mr. Facilitator, my delegation welcomes this opportunity to share our views on Cluster III issues with our colleagues from other Missions.  We look forward to continued discussion of these and related issues of reform. 

