ELEYDA GARCIA-MATOS (VENEZUELA):  Thank you Mr. President.  The government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela rejects intervention and the violation of any state's territorial integrity.  For the republic, there is no excuse for a state to invade or occupy another one.  This is why we support the series of resolutions of the General Assembly that year after year condemn the occupation by Israel of the Syrian Golan since 1967 and call for the withdrawal of the occupation forces.

The Republic energetically rejects the continuing occupation of the Syrian Golan and urges Israel to withdraw its forces.  This is a position of principle for us based on our constitution.  We also believe that for the maintenance of international peace, relations among states must be based on strict respect for sovereignty and the general standards and principles of international law, in particular, the principle of territorial integrity.

We also welcome the willingness of the Syrian government, and in particular, His Excellency President Bashar al-Assad preparedness to resume negotiations on the basis of the Madrid peace process of 1991.

Along these lines, we urge the government of Israel to resume negotiations and ensure complete withdrawal from the entire occupied Syrian Golan back to the lines of 4 June 1967.  

Mr. President, the government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela also wishes to highlight its support for the resolution entitled "Jerusalem" and we add our voice to the hundreds of millions of voices throughout the world that are urging Israel to put an end to the occupation of the Arab territories since 1967, including Jerusalem.

Any measure taken by Israel in any occupied Arab territory is null and void, and this is set out in international standards.  The United Nations must continue to work to bring about a just and lasting peace in the Middle East and must continue to adopt measures to restore the situation of these heroic and long-suffering people.  That is Mr. President, we urge delegations to vote in favor of the draft resolutions on the situation in the Middle East and the Palestinian question.  

Any behavior that runs counter to the charter of the United Nations, such as the annexation of territories, must always be rejected and repudiated by the international community as a whole.  Thank you Mr. President.

