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/s.lr. Clmirnlen,

At thc outset. I u'ould like to express our l)elegation's congratulations on
vout' election to Chair of the Special Politrcal and Decolor-rization Corrulittee. as
rvell as to the otlter tnertnbers of the Bureau. I r.vould also like to join otlier
speakers in thanking Mrs. Karen Koning. tlre Cornrnissioner'-General of the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency tbr Palestrne Refi"rgees in the Near East
fbr a cotnprehettsive Reporl on the work of the Agency during the period fi.orn I

Jul l '  2004 to 30 June 2005.

lv{t'. ('hoirntart,

The Delegation oi Viet Narn wishes to express its high appreciation to
UNRWA for all the efforts the Agency has rnade last year in dischargrng its
rnandate. Despite nrullerous difficulties and obstacles. tlre TINRWA's work has
continued gaining encouraging results in the irnplernentation of its regrrlar
progralnlnes, provitl ing education, health, social services and rnicrocredit
i-tssistance to Palestine refi.rgees. Thanks to these elfofls, cerlain aspects of life of
Palestine refilgees have been lrartially alleviated About 490.000 children \\'ere
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enrolled in the UNRWA elementary, preparatory and secondary schools in the
2004 2005 academic year. 19,766 loans worth $17.17 rnill ion have been
provided to the reftlgees as a result of the comrnercial, self-sustaining and
tnarket-oriented tnicrofinance and microenterprise prograrune. Many other
activities of UNRWA have also gained achievements. Cooperation between
LTNRWA and a number of UN programmes and organizations has been
rnaintained and strengthened.

These outcomes reaffirm the irnportant role of the Agency, as stated in the
Report, being "the sytnbol of the international community's commitment to the
well-being of the Palestine refi"rgees until a just and durable settlement of the
refirgee problem is achieved". We therefore wish to reiterate our tull support to
the work of UNRWA

Mr. ()hairman,

The Report lias shown that the activities of UNRWA during the report
period have been affected heavily by the instability and violence in the region, in
particular military operations carried out by Israeli forces, w6ich included the
imposition of both rnternal and extemal curfews and closures and the creation of
closed rnilitary zones. These operations have continued having an adverse irnpact
on the Agency's ability to carry out its humanitarian functions in supporl of the
Palestine refilgees, thus severely affected daily life and future of refi.rgees due to
loss of access to ernployment, income, essential goods and services.

It is also otlr concern over the restrictions imposed by the Israeli aLrthorities
on tl-re freedorn and movetnent of the Agency's personnel, vehicles and goods
during the reporl period, especially the arrest and detention of the Agency's staff.
We are of the view that the privileges and irnmunities of IJNRWA as an organ of
the United Nations under the Convention on the Privileges and hnmrurities of the
United Nations ntttst be fully respected and those actions that linder nonnal
activities of UNRWA rnust be eliminated.

I thank you, Mr. Cheirman.
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