Zimbabwe 
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September 21, 2005

Thank you, Mr. President.

The Foreign Minister of the Czech Republic today made a careless and unsubstantiated allegation that my country is one of those that have repeatedly failed to respond to human rights concerns of the international community.  We do not know what concerns he was talking about.  The Minister has obviously allowed himself to be misinformed about Zimbabwe.  We hope his delegation will find the courage to check their information with an open and unbiased mind.  We, however, have an idea of what the Minister meant by the international community.  We know that his country is eager to impress the particular international community he was talking about.  My delegation would, however, appreciate it if the Czech Republic refrain from using the name of Zimbabwe in pursuing his objectives.
I thank you.

